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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


MR. SYDNEY HOWARD, L.R.I.B.A., has been appointed 
Schools Architect in the department of the Architect to the 
London County Council. p. 147 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL are to make further 
additions to County Hall, S.E.1, as soon as conditions permit. 
The new proposals are for the completion of the north and south 
blocks and the repair of the war-damaged accommodation. p.147 


PREMIUMS of £2,000, £1,500 and £1,000 are offered in the 


Coventry Cathedral competition. p. 148 
THE FULL LIST of awards of the Ministry of Health housing 
medals is given. p. 148 


THE NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL of the Ministry 
of Works have now completed their review of the reports of the 
Working Party of the Building Industry and the Anglo-American 
Productivity Team, and have made a number of recommenda- 
tions for reform in the industry. p. 149 


ONE of the finest Renaissance elevations in the heart of London 
has been preserved for many years to come with the restoration, 
by Sir Hubert Worthington, A.R.A., and Mr. A. L. N. Russell, 
of the College Building at Westminster School. Be ISS 


NO DEFINITE INFORMATION is available as to how the 
measures to be taken by the Government to call up men to the 
fighting services will affect the manpower of the building in- 
dustry and allied professions. p. 164 


THE MINISTER OF HEALTH in a circular recently issued to 
local authorities recommends that British Standards for Engineer- 
ing Products should be used whenever they are suitable and 
available. p. 166 


AN EXHIBITION of Scottish architecture and crafts is to form 
Edinburgh’s contribution to the 1951 Festival of Britain. p: 172 
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“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” 


BUILDING DOCUMENTATION 


THE statement of the British Building Documentation Com- 

mittee (given elsewhere in this issue) marks a definite stage 
towards the establishment of a co-ordinated international system 
of building documentation. The need for such a system has 
tong been evident. Instead of being a traditional practice of 
comparatively simple character, building has become a complex 
undertaking. New requirements, new materials, new methods 
are constantly being introduced, and to keep abreast of the times 
it is necessary to have technical information about them, 
presented in a succinct form that can be readily referred to. 
The technical journals have contributed to this end by the 
publication of descriptions and illustrations of new buildings at 
home and abroad, with extended particulars or digests of new 
methods of construction, information sheets, and so forth. 
But there are obvious limitations to such methods of recording 
and presentation. A co-ordinated international scheme only 
could provide what is wanted. 

A first step towards this goal was taken at the International 
Housing and Town Planning Conference in Paris in 1947. In 
the following year the Housing Sub-Committee of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe felt the urgent need 
of organising the exchange of information on building between 
the member countries, and recommended that in each country 
a centre should be established to carry out the preliminary task 
of collecting and standardising the required technical data. To 
suggest an international project is, however, one thing: to 
resolve it into practical form quite another. But zeal and co- 
operation jointly can work wonders, and it is much to the credit 
of those who undertook the preparatory work that the conference 
on building documentation held at Geneva in October last was 
able to record a large measure of progress. That Conference, 
when 16 nations were represented by delegates, set up a Pro- 
visional Steering Committee comprising representatives of 
France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, 
Sweden, Italy and Czecho-Slovakia, whose recommendations will 
be further considered at the general assembly of the International 
Council for Building Documentation which is to be held in 
Paris in October next, when it is expected that representatives 
of the United States, the British Dominions, United Nations 
and other international bodies will be present. 

In this country, in 1947, the British Building Documentation 
Committee was set up. It consists of representatives whose 
interests cover all fields of building technique and research, 
with Mr. Agard Evans, Librarian to the Ministry of Works, as 
Chairman (than whom no one has done more to bring the 
projected scheme into being). The Committee is recognised by 
Government, the Ministry of Works having agreed to provide 
the secretariat, but it is not a Government committee. It 
functions independently, linked with the international federation. 
In carrying out its work it will act through existing organisations 
and channels, and thus will not require a large income for its 
administration and publications, though it is hoped that the 
necessary funds will be forthcoming through the bodies pro- 
fessionally concerned with building. 

Foremost among the aims of the Committee are the compila- 
tion of a National Index of Building Literature; the co-ordina- 
tion of the work of the chief building information centres in this 
country (which are the libraries of the R.1.B.A., the Ministry 
of Works, the Building Research Station, the Building Centre 
and the Housing Centre) ; and the preparation of a standard 
glossary of building terms and interlingual dictionaries. The 
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Committee thus has a national as well as an international 
service to perform, and it should prove to be a most valuable 
medium for the dissemination of building information. 

As regards the proposal to compile a National Index of Build- 
ing Literature, we may point out that this is in conformity with 
the views expressed in our issue for February 4, 1949, when we 
said: “‘ So vast is the output of published material in the building 
industry that it might be worth while for publishers to co- 
operate in producing a universal index to all the current published 
works on building, to be kept up-to-date annually, or perhaps 
the Government might do so as an assistance to those who on the 
one hand are urged to concentrate all their attention on produc- 
tion and on the other to keep up-to-date by constant reading.” 

The form in which the general building information will be 
documented has yet to be finally decided, but it is well exemplified 
by a publication “‘Documenti di architettura e industria 
edilizia ’’ which has recently been issued by the Italian National 
Committee on Documentation. This is divided into five sections, 
including, especially, pages apportioned into spaces which can 
be cut out and pasted on cards for incorporation in a card index, 
each card bearing the U.D.C. (Universal Decimal Classification) 
numbers, and giving the outstanding points of an article in a 
technical publication ; while another section gives photographs, 
plans, sections and technical details of notable buildings, similar 
to those issued some time ago by the Bouwcentrum in Rotterdam. 

It is proposed that each country should issue a journal in this 
or similar format, with abstracts of 100-200 words for each entry, 
in English or French as well as in the language of the issuing 
country, the extracts being printed back to back, so that one side 
or the other may be mounted ona card. The information thus 
presented will be made available to technical libraries and 
organisations, and should prove of great service to all concerned 
with building, and this means not only architects and builders 
but also manufacturers, specialists and those engaged on research 
into new methods and materials. 


BUILDING REFORMS 


THE statement issued following the meeting of the Minister 
of Works’ National Consultative Council on July 21, 
printed on page 149 of the current issue, focuses attention on a 
number of matters requiring reform to which prominence was 
given in the reports of the Working Party and the Productivity 
Team. Commendably brief as the statement is, it is perhaps 
too succinct, and the full point of some of the recommendations 
may not be immediately clear to the ordinary member of the 
industry, let alone the layman, which may explain why the 
national newspapers have made such slight reference to them. 

While the majority of the recommendations herald negotiations 
between the professional and executive bodies in the industry, 
the results of which in the nature of things cannot become 
rapidly available, others advocate procedural reforms which 
should shortly be and in a few cases have already been made. 
Among these are the removal of some controls, notably in the 
allocation of structural steel and in the administration of the 
Town and Country Planning Act. That the period within 
which licensed work must be started is not now limited to two 
months from the date of the licence is a useful reform, though 
this process might go much further; it is, for instance, still 
necessary to obtain seven authorisations for the erection of a 
factory. 

Again, we are glad to note that Government departments who 
do not use a standard form of contract are being approached 
to do so. Some encouragement to local authorities to follow 
suit might also be given with advantage. It is good news that 
builders may shortly expect help on their costing systems, the 
National Federation and the Ministry of Works having in active 
preparation booklets on the subject which should be available 
early in the autumn. The National Federation, in addition, 
have appointed a firm of accountants to act as advisers on costing 
systems, a move which is of profound significance as related 
to the operation of incentives. 
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The remaining recommendations, with the exception of those 
connected with incentives and joint production committees, 
are long-term. They include, for the most part, proposals 
which have for long been hovering in the background, among 
them being the question of the standardisation of building 
bye-laws and their application; higher training for management; 
and the professional status of quantity surveyors. The diffi- 
culties inherent in the bye-laws question are very great, bound up 
as they are with local autonomy, and progress cannot in the 
nature of things be rapid. Yet the benefits which would flow 
from.a standardisation of bye-laws and even more from a national 
building code would be tremendous; we shall hope that the 
discussions which have begun between the industry, the profes- 
sions and the Ministries of Health and Works may be profitable 
and lead to early action. In the matter of the higher training 
for management the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council has already made some practical suggestions which 
it is now for the employers to help put into operation. This 
Council has also made a fresh approach to the industry with a 
view to securing increased flexibility of craft training. 

The professions are considering what further contributions 
to increased efficiency they can make. The R.I.C.S. are dis- 
cussing with the employers the suggestion that the Institution’s 
rules should be modified so as to enable quantity surveyors 
employed by contracting firms to achieve or maintain profes- 
sional status. This will be widely welcomed not only by 
many young men who at present find the door barred to pro- 
fessional advancement but by builders and contractors who have 
need of the highest quality of professional skill. The R.I.B.A. 
are also looking into ways and means of enabling the architect 
to make his greatest contribution to economic building. The 
practical training of students is under review, and measures for 
encouraging what the statement calls “‘ pre-planning,’’ but which 
we take to mean the giving to the contractor of full drawings 
and details at the time he requires them, are also being examined: 
we hope that this latter point will be considered objectively by 
the architects; the client and the materials situation are not 
always to blame. 

Late in the statement come the references to incentives and 
the materials supply situation. That on the former subject 
is brief and not informative, but the most casual observer must 
be aware that there are still many employers in the industry 
who are not in favour of bonusing and that some friction must 
inevitably arise with the men where employers will not devise 
an incentives scheme. On the other hand, many employers 
are sometimes genuinely perplexed to know how to get labour 
for certain jobs which demand high skill and which, by their 
nature, are not capable of bonusing by any method which relies 
on measurement. Between these extremes lie a whole range of 
borderline cases. It would seem that there may well have to 
come into being a system of Joint Control Committees, employers 
and operatives both being represented, to which reference could 
be made by either side in case of dispute. Provided that such 
committees were properly constituted and operated not below 
Regional level, they could, we think, fulfil a useful purpose as 
a safeguard to both operatives and employers. 

The final section of the statement relates to materials supply. 
It would seem from this that the Government regard the building 
programme as stabilised at its present investment level. They 
would be wise to do so, and the industry to accept it, until the 
materials pipe lines are once more freely flowing. No incentive 
scheme can hope to succeed when intelligent and wholehearted 
effort results in ensuing periods of idleness because the job is 
out of essential materials. ‘It is to increased materials production 
that present effort must be bent. 

To conclude, while higher site production and an increased 
capital investment programme cannot be gained in face of 
materials scarcity, it must also be recognised that the achievement 
of the various reforms listed in the National Consultative 
Council’s statement is necessary and urgent, and will bring 
nearer an expanded building programme and, as we shall expect, 
a further shedding of controls. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


“The Rome.” 


HE Rome Scholarship drawings have 
been exhibited at the R.I.B.A. for the 
past week and it was interesting to see how 
this revived prize is faring in these days 
of neo-technical enlightenment. Our 
sympathies were straightaway with the com- 
petitors, for the subject—‘* A New College 
at Oxford or Cambridge ’—was rife with 
problems connected with site, tradition, and 
approach in general. Any contemplated 
design at either Oxford or Cambridge must 
take into account an atmosphere which is 
extremely hard to localise, yet redesigning 
in the traditional manner is no answer at 
all to the problem; on the other hand the 
past must be recognised and something of 
its spirit infused into the design. 

In leaving the competitors very much of 
a free hand in their interpretation of the 
setting for the building, the organisers them- 
selves seemed rather to miss the spirit of the 
thing, for although it is unlikely that a new 
coliege would ever be built in the heart 
of either city in these days, an outlying 
building should be equally expressive of 
the university tradition; one has only to 
look to Oxford to see how those parts 
just beyond the heart of the city have 
suffered from ill-informed collegiate archi- 
tecture. 

The fault really lies in the fact that Oxford 
and Cambridge were chosen as_ sites. 
Usually the tradition of “ Rome” subjects 
is for unlocalised sites; here the change was 
unlucky or at least it wasn’t violent enough. 
The atmosphere was half factual, half theo- 
tetical, leaving many competitors in doubt 
as to the correct approach. However, many 
of the schemes were excellently worked out, 
the quadrangle plan seemed almost uni- 
versal, and the highest praise can be given 
to the internal planning. The “ Rome,” in 
fact, would seem to be still very much alive, 
and although few competitors do as the old 
aspirants used to do, the quality of design 
still remains impressive. 


The Task Before the Industry. 
A VERY CLEAR PICTURE of Britain’s huge 
building programme is given in one of three 
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MR. SYDNEY HOWARD, L.R.1LB.A., 
who on Tuesday was a Schools 
Architect in the department of the Archi- 
tect to the London County Council. 
Mr. Howard, who was architeet in charge 
of housing under the L.C.C. Director of 
Housing and Valuer, was selected from 
47 candidates, of whom six had been short- 
listed. He is 52. The post carries a 
salary of £1,700. 
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films shortly to be generally released to the 
industry. The film, entitled “The Task 
before the Building Industry,” has been 
sponsored by the Ministry of Works and 
produced for the Central Office of Informa- 
tion. It emphasises that the task is the big- 
gest that the industry has ever had to face 
and is one that cannot be tackled by rely- 
ing only on skill and muscle. The necessity 
of using machines as well as men, skill, 
science, ingenuity and plain hard work from 
everybody in the industry, is stressed. The 
film shows what has to be done to provide 
the houses, schools, factories, power stations, 
and other buildings we need and the new 
materials, methods and machines which are 
available to accomplish the task. 

Films as Aid to Productivity. 

THE other two films in this trio, which 
forms part of the measures the Ministry of 
Works has taken to assist the promotion of 
the productivity and efficiency of the build- 
ing industry, are entitled “Care and Mainten- 
ance of Plant” and “Watch Your Step.” 
The first points out that on any one work- 
ing day, one out of every ten machines on 
site in the building industry is out of action, 
and machines out of action mean men idle, 
bonuses lost, time wasted, lower efficiency 
all round and fewer houses built. This film 
shows how proper attention to simple main- 
tenance rules will prolong the life of buil- 
ders’ plant and avoid unnecessary break- 
downs. 

The second deals with the large propor- 
tion of accidents which occur in the indus- 
try caused by someone’s carelessness or 
thoughtlessness. It shows how some typical 
accidents are caused and emphasises how 
such accidents could be avoided by due care 
and attention and thought for the “ other 
man” on the job. 


Extension to County Hall. 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL propose to 
make further additions to County Hall, 
S.E.1, as soon as conditions permit. The 
main building of the County Hall, which was 
commenced in 1912 and completed in 1932, 
to the designs of the late Ralph Knott, was 
originally planned to accommodate some 
2,850 office staff; at present it holds some 
3,500 officers, and 500 of these are housed 
in rooms only temporarily repaired after war 
damage. The existing portions of the north 
and south blocks, which were completed in 
1939 to the designs of Mr. F. R. Hiorns and 
Mr. E. P. Wheeler, with whom Sir Giles 
Scott acted as consultant, and accommodate 
about 1,400, are also very fully occupied. A 
further 450 central office staff are accom- 
modated in outside offices. The new pro- 
posals are for the completion of the north 
and south blocks at the County Hall and the 
permanent repair of the war-damaged accom- 
modation. These permanent repairs, which 
would take several years, cannot be put in 
hand until other accommodation is provided. 
The completion of the north and south 
blocks would not only provide this accorm- 
modation for the displaced officers but would 
house the central staff now at outside offices. 


Proposed Start in 1952. 

EXPENDITURE involved is tentatively esti- 
mated at £1,280,000 for the completion of 
the north and south blocks, and £737,500 
(mostly recoverable from the War Damage 
Commission) for reinstatement of war- 
damaged accommodation. Commencement 
and progress of the work will depend on the 
general economic situation and the Council’s 
programme of capital expenditure in other 
directions, and will be subject to the consent 
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of the Minister of Health. Subject to these 
considerations, it may be possible to com- 
mence the first section of the work, namely, 
the completion of the north block, in 1952. 
It is estimated that the building work as a 
whole, and the expenditure, would be spread 
over ten years. Meanwhile, it is proposed 
to go ahead with preliminary work costing 
£6,000 in the current financial year; most of 
this sum is for preparation of the working 
drawings. Designs for the new blocks are 
expected to be prepared in the- office of the 
Architest to the Council. 


** The Waxworks.” 

EVERY MORNING in high summer sees an 
eager queue at- the entrance of Madame 
Tussaud’s (magnificent name!). What is the 
attraction of waxworks to so large a section 
of the people? A fine exhibition of sculp- 
ture can go relatively unnoticed, but the 
dressed-up mannikins of wax draw as large 
a public as a popular film and much 
more consistently. A correspondent has 
a theory that the “Chamber of Horrors” 
does the trick. “Here,” he says, “is the 
bogus macabre in all its comical glory; the 
darkness of the way through, and the death- 
like countenances of the supposedly living 
‘horrors’ add up to a calculated * spooki- 
ness,’ which if not bringing the viewer to a 
pitch of hysteria, at least gives him a change 
from ‘everyday life.” Partisanship in the 
matter of the status of the characters is 
frequently heated and we remember a little 
man who greeted the effigy of Charles Peace 
with a shout of “Good Old Charlie ” ! only 
to be whisked quickly out of sight by his 
large wife ! 

Architect Honoured by Belgium. 

Mr. HERBERT J. Rowse, F.R.LB.A., the 
Liverpool architect, has been honoured by 
Belgium. In recognition of his services as 
the only British member of an international 
jury appointed to judge an architectural com- 
petition in connection with the erection of a 
national library, now in course of erection, 
as a memorial to the late King Albert I of 
Belgium, Mr. Rowse has been presented with 
a medal commemorating the honour con- 
ferred on him of Officier de L’Ordre de 
Leopold II. The presentation was made by 
the Belgian Consul, Mr. Harding Hunt. 


Kent School Programme. 

IT IS INTERESTING to note that Kent 
County Architect’s Department (whose head 
is Mr. Sidney H. Loweth, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A.) 
has been handing over to the Kent Educa- 
tion Committee one new school (or a large 
remodelling) on an average of every three 
and a half weeks during the past 10 months. 
This does not include smaller schemes, such 
as kitchens, canteens and hutment classrooms. 
Kent was the first county to make large- 
scale use of firms of private architects. 


R.1.B.A. Aids “ Thank You” Fund. 

THE Royal Institute of British Architects 
has given £105 to the National Thanksgiving 
Fund, sponsored by the Lord Mayor of 
London as our thanksgiving to the Common- 
wealth and the U.S.A. for the £80,000,000 
worth of food gifts they have sent us since 
1940. Latest figures show that the Lord 
Mayor of London has received over £660,000. 
This does not take account of money being 
collected by civic authorities and local com- 
mittees throughout the country. The Fund is 
still open, and donations may be made at 
any post office or bank. 


Franco’s Cathedral. 
THROUGHOUT THE AGES rulers of countries 
have ever favoured the idea of leaving monu- 
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ments of outsize scale behind them, and 
Spain’s General Franco appears to be no ex- 
ception. Although no details are available, 
it seems that a project is now being under- 
taken for the erection of a mammoth-size 
cathedral which will dwarf everything for 
many miles around. The top of the huge 
cross which will surmount the cathedral will 
be a thousand feet above the general ground 
level. “Bigger than ever before” monu- 
ments all too frequently lack quality in de- 
sign and more often than not suggest vul- 
garity as well as stupidity. This latest project 
is apparently going to cost Spain something 
in the region of £7,000,000; a high figure, 
even in these days of inflation, especially in a 
country where poverty is by no means rare. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1850 


Saturday, August 3, 1850. 

THE NEw House oF CoMMons.—With the 
view of improving the acoustical properties 
of the chamber, a temporary ceiling has been 
formed, which considerably reduces the 
height of the apartment. It is in its central 
compartment horizontal, with sides and ends 
inclining downwards; the former being eight 
feet below the level of the previous ceiling, 
and the latter, 13 feet 6 inches. We are 
told that the hearing is certainly improved : 
at the same time, the quantity of light admit- 
ted has been materially diminished, the upper 
half of all the windows being contained in 
the space between the new ceiling and the 
old. We must look into the matter. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Coventry Cathedral 

THE RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE invite 
architects who are British subjects practising 
in the United Kingdom, the British Com- 
monwealth and Eire to submit designs in 
competition for a proposed new Cathedral, 
Chapel of Unity and Christian Service 
Centre to be erected on a site in the centre 
of Coventry. The R.I.B.A. have nomin- 
ated Sir Percy Thomas, LL.D., D.L., 
P-P.R.I.B.A., Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., 
M.A. (Oxon), LL.D., F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Howard Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., S.A.D.G., to act as assessors. 
Premiums of £2,000, £1,500 and £1,000 will 
be paid. 

The schedule of conditions and particulars 
of site, etc., will be ready for issue about 
the beginning of October, and in the mean- 
time intending competitors should make 
application to Captain N. T. Thurston, 
M.C., Secretary to the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee, 22, Bayley-lane, Coventry, enclosing 
a deposit of two guineas. 

The latest date for application for the 
conditions is October 30 next, and the clos- 
ing date for the receipt of designs July 2, 
1951. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL. Promoted by 
the Australian oo Memorial Committee. Pre- 
miums : £250, £150 and £50 (Australian). Conditions 
from the Official Secretary, Commonwealth of Australia, 
Room 115, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C.1. 
Closing date, September 1. March 17, 1950. 

EXTENSION TO MEDICAL SCHOOL, EDIN- 
BURGH UNIVERSITY. Promoted by the University 
of burgh. Pr : 1,000, 600 and 300 gens. 
yee Mr. A. G. R. Mackenzie, A.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A. 
Conditions from the Secretary to the University, Edin- 
burgh, on deposit of £2 2s. Closing date : September 30, 
1950. December 9, 1949. 

CITY HALLS AND OFFICES, NAIROBI. Pro- 
moted by the Municipal Council of Nairobi, Kenya. 
Premiums: £550, £450 and £250. Assessor: L. W. 
Thornton White, F.R.I.B.A. Conditions from Town 
Clerk, P.O. Box 651, Town Hall, Nairobi, Kenya, on 
£2 2s. deposit. Last day for questions : April 20. Last 
a posting designs: October 19, 1950. January 27, 





Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 
of **The Builder” in which details of the competitions 
appeared. 
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH HOUSING MEDAL 
Awards for Outstanding Designs 


i heer awards of medals and diplomas offered 
by the Minister of Health (Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan) for the best designed local authority 
urban and rural housing estates, in England 
and Wales, submitted up to December 31, 
1949, have now been completed on the recom- 
mendations of Regional Awards Committees. 
The scheme, which has had the support of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, has 
aimed at encouraging a high standard of house 
design and estate planning among _ local 
authorities, and offering recognition to out- 
standing examples. 

The awards—outside London for urban and 
rural schemes, and in the London Region for 
schemes of new development and recon- 
struction—are as follows :— 

NORTHERN. 

Whitby U.D.C.: Ropery and Green Lane housing 
scheme: E. B. Norris, A.R.I.B.A. (of Peacock and 
Bewlay), Birmingham, architect. 

Brandon and_ Byshottles U.D.C.: Esh Winning: 
F. Hedley, A.R.I.B.A., architect to the Council. 

Alnwick R.D.C.: Hipsburn, Lesbury: Reavell and 
Cahill, F.R.I.B.A., Alnwick. 

Bellingham R.D.C.: Bellingham: 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

EAST AND WEST RIDING. 

Leeds C.B.: Ireland Wood Estate, Cookridge: R. A. 
H. Livett, O.B.E., A.R.I.B.A., city architect, Leeds. 

Ripon and Pately Bridge R.D.C.: Bishop Monckton: 
C. W. C. Needham, F.R.1.B.A., York. 
NorTH MIDLAND. 

Shardlow R.D.C.: Breadsall Hill Top: 
Partners, Derby. 

Billesdon R.D.C.: Hungarton: Cyril Keay, Leicester 

Northampton C.B.C.: Dallington Fields: L 
Womersley, A.R.1.B.A., Lrg architect, Northampton. 

Melton Mowbray U.D.C.: Asfordby-road and. 
Nottingham-road: C. E. Culpin, F.R.LB.A., London, 
W.C.1. 

EASTERN, 

Luton R.D.C.: 
F.R.1.B.A., Luton. 

Loddon R.D.C.: Windmill Green, 
Tayler and Green, F.R.1.B.A., Lowestoft. 

Ipswich C.B.C.: Rushmere Hall Farm: J. B. Storey, 
A.R.I.C.S., borough engineer and surveyor, Ipswich. 

Downham Market U.D.C.: Retreat: Peter Bicknell, 
F.R.I.B.A. (Hughes and Bicknell), Cambridge. 

LONDON. 


Dixon and Son, 


Thorpe and 


Houghton Regis: P. B. Dunham, 


Ditchingham: 


Banstead U.D.C.: Horsecroft Meadow: A. W 
Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., London, W.C.1. 

Hampstead M.B.C.: The Wells House, Well-walk: 
C. H. James, R.A., F.R.1.B.A., London, W.C.1. 

St. Pancras M.B.C.: St. Pancras-way: G. R. Daw- 
barn, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., London, W.C.1. 
SOUTHERN. 

Abingdon B.C.: Fitzharris Farm: F. R. Cox, 
F.R.LB.A., Witney. 

Beaconsfield U.D.C.: Orchard-road: C. H. Watson, 
F.R.LC.S., L.R.1.B.A., and H. D. Hall, A.R.I.B.A., 


Beaconsfield. 
Witney R.D.C.: Asthall: 
Luton. 
SOUTH WESTERN. 
Minehead U.D.C. : 
A.R.1.B.A., Minehead. 
Westbury U.D.C.: 
F.R.L.B.A., Salisbury. 
Warminster and Westbury R.D.C.: 
Blair Imrie, F.R.1.B.A., Salisbury. 


P. B. Dunham, F.R.I.B.A., 


Quarry-close : E. Gunn, 


Oldfield Park: G. Blair Imrie, 


Stockton: G. 


D. E. E. Gibson, 


MIDLAND. 
Coventry C.B.: Monks Park: 
A.R.LB.A., city architect, Coventry. 
Pershore R.D.C.: Great Comberton: T.R. Bateman, 
A.R.I.B.A. (Pemberton and Bateman), Evesham. 


NORTH WESTERN. 

Birkenhead C.B.: Woodchurch Estate: H. J, 
Rowse, F.R.I.B.A., Liverpool, 2. 

Disley R.D.C.: Bentside: W.C. Young, F.R.1.B.A,, 
Manchester. 

Bollington U.D.C.: pameee Cros: W. @ 
Chapman, P.-P.T.P.I., L.R.I.B.A., and B_ Taylor, 
A.R.I.B.A., Macclesfield. (Joint Award. ) 


Blackburn R.D.C.: Billington-gardens: The Gren- 
fell Baines Group, Preston. 
SOUTH EASTERN. 

Lydd B.C.: The Green: C. E. Culpin, F.R.1B.A., 
London, W.C.1. 

Worthing B.C.:  Barrington-road: C. Cowles- 
Voysey, F.R.I.B.A., London, N.W.11. 

Hollingbourn R. ’D.C.: Forge Meadow, Headcorn: 
A. L. Farman, F.R-LB.A., London, S.W.14. 

Chichester R.D.C. Chidham: J. K. Lawson, 
E.RB.ECS., surveyor to Council. 
WALES. 

Llanrwst U.D.C.: Caer Felin: S. C. Foulkes, 
M.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., Colwyn Bay. 

Wrexham R.D.C.: Dee Park, Holt: D. E. Edwards, 

Wrexham 


A.R.LC.S., engineer and surveyor to Council, 
R.D.C. 
Over 450 Entries. 

All post-war schemes completed by the end 
of 1949 were eligible and over 450 entries were 
submitted to Regional Awards Committees, 
which consisted of nominees of the R.1.B.A., 
local architectural societies, the local authori- 
ties associations and the Minister of Health. 
The medal, which has been designed by Mr. 
T. H. Paget, O.B.E., and struck in bronze by 
the Royal Mint, recognises the work of the 
architect or designer responsible for the design 
of the estate selected in each case and is awarded 
individually to that person, who also receives 
a diploma signed by the Minister and the 
Awards Committee. A similar diploma is 
presented to the local authority concerned. 
In judging the entries the Awards Committees 
have taken into account the layout and 
appearance of the estates and the architectural 
quality and internal planning of the houses. 

The Minister of Health will, at the invitation 
of the President and the Council of the 
R.I.B.A., present the medals and diplomas 
at the R.I.B.A. in September. 

Metropolitan Boroughs’ Housing Schemes. 

LAYOUTS, PLANS AND PHOTOGRAPHS of 
recently completed housing schemes built for 
some of the Metropolitan Borough Councils 
are now on exhibit at the Housing Centre, 
13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, until September 15 
(10 a.m.-5.30 p.m., weekdays; 10 a.m.-12 
noon, Saturdays). The exhibition will not 
be open on August 5 or 7. 





M.O.H. HOUSING MEDAL. 
of Health Housing Medal, 


The obverse (left) and reverse (right) sides of the panes 
ie 


the full list of awards of which is given on this page. 


designer was T. H. Paget, O.B.E. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE BUILDING REPORTS 


National Consultative Committee’s Review 


INCE the reports were published of the 
Working Party on the Building Industry 
and the Anglo-American Productivity Team, 
the Minister of Works has held a series of 
jiscussions with his National Consultative 
Council with a view to deciding what steps 
should be taken to give effect to the recom- 
mendations. The Council have now com- 
pleted their review of the Reports and 
action has been initiated on a number of 
recommendations. The position reached 
following the meeting of the Council on July 
91 is as follows: 
Controls: Control has been removed from 
the allocation of structural steel. Relaxa- 


tions of the Town and Country Planning con-: 


trols have been announced by the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning. In order 
to assist in pre-planning and allow more 
time for the preparation of drawings, the 
building licensing control has been modi- 
fied so that the period within which licensed 
work must be started is not now limited to 
two months from the date of the licence. 

Departmental responsibility for building 
programme: It has been decided that in pre- 
sent circumstances there is nothing to be 
gained by alteration of the programming 
yrrangements. 

Building research: A3 already announced 
with the transfer of responsibility for socio- 
logical and economic research in building 
to the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, almost all aspects of building 
research are now concentrated in D.S.LR. 
The arrangements for securing the associa- 
tion of the building industry with research 
have been examined and established on what 
it is believed will prove a satisfactory basis. 

Technical advice on building to Govern- 
ment Departments: It has been agreed in 
principle that the Ministry of Works should 
be responsible for pooling technical informa- 
tion on building between Government 
Departments, in addition to disseminating 
technical information and the results of 
building research and development to the 
industry and professions. 


Building Bye-Laws. 

Building Bye-laws: Discussions have 
begun between the industry, the professions, 
the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 
Works about the standardisation of bye-laws 
and of their operation. 

Standard forms of contract: The Depart- 
nents which have not adopted uniform 
practice carry out building work of a minor 
tature and negligible volume, but they are 
being approached with a view to their adopt- 
ing a standard form of contract. 

Registration in plumbing and electrical 
trades: Proposals put forward by the plumb- 
ing trade about the future form of registra- 
tion in the trade are being discussed with 
them by the Ministry of Works. Similar 
discussions are being arranged for electrical 
contracting. 

Costing; programming and _ progressing: 
The National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers are preparing for gereral publica- 
tion a booklet on costing systems, and have 
appointed a firm of accountants to act as 
advisers on costing systems to the Federa- 
tion. The Ministry of Works has prepared 
a booklet on programming and progressing, 
and popular leaflets both on costing and on 
Programming and progressing, in agreement 
with the professions and the industry. All 


are going forward for 
if possible, in 


these documents 
printing and publication, 
September. 

Mechanical Aids: The Contractors’ Plant 
Association have drawn the attention of their 
members to the recommendations of the 
Working Party (and the Productivity Team) 
about the increased use of mechanical aids 
by builders and to the part which plant 
hirers can play in this field. The Ministry 
of Works continues to urge the extended 
use of mechanical aids by publicity 
measures; the largest Plant Demonstration 
of its kind yet arranged was held in June at 
Warwick, and resulted in the placirg of 
substantial orders for mechanical equipment. 
A similar event will take place in September 
as part of the Leeds Building Week. 

The Ministry of Works is negotiating with 
the British Electricity Authority about 
making electric power more easily available 
on building sites. 


Training for Management. 

Higher training for management; Inden- 
turing of Apprentices; Increased flexibility 
of craft training: The Building Apprentice- 
ship and Training Council have already 
devoted a great deal of attention to these 
subjects. On Higher Training for Manage- 
ment they are examining the possibility of 
establishing further degree courses at 
Universities as well as “graduate apprentice- 
ships,” and have suggested that the larger 
firms might give a lead to enable graduates 
and holders of the higher national diplomas 
to receive practical training for management. 
The Council are also looking into the ques- 
tion of the wider emplovment of holders of 
the higher national certificate in supervisory 
posts. 

The Council have made a fresh approach 
to the industry with a view to a higher 
degree of indenturing of apprentices and 
increased -flexibility of craft training. 

Professional training; Pre-planning: The 
Royal Institute of British Architects are 
making a special study of the means by 
which architectural students may secure 
practical training, especially on sites, and 
are considering the extension of practical 
training from one to two years. Measures 
for encouraging pre-planning are being 
examined. 

Management of building operations: The 
Royal Institute of British Architects are dis- 
cussing with the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers ways of secur- 
ing more effective management of building 
operations. 

Professional status of Quantity Surveyors: 
The Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors are discussing with the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
the suggestion that the Institution’s rules 
should be modified so as to enable surveyors 
employed by contracting firms to achieve or 
maintain professional status. 


Incentives. 

Incentives; Joint Production Committees: 
Meetings on these subjects have taken place 
between employers’ and operatives’ organi- 
sations in the building industry, and the 
negotiations are being pressed f6rward as 
rapidly as possible. The organisations are 
keeping the Minister of Works informed of 
the progress of the negotiations. 

The Government have given careful con- 
sideration to the observations in both reports 
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on the need for maintaining a steady flow 
of building materials. Many of the post- 
war shortages of building materials have 
been overcome. It is the intention of the 
Government to see that a steady supply of 
building materials is provided to meet the 
needs of the building programme. The 
future position with regard to timber is 
improving and the Government is trying to 
ensure that during the whole of the coming 
year stocks will be kept higher than in recent 
months. Cement is teing distributed at the 
rate of 170,006 tons a week which is much 
above the 1949 figure, and with new plant 
coming into production the shortages felt 
should disappear. With the housing pro- 
gramme fixed at 200,000 houses a year for 
three years and with a steady general build- 
ing programme, sufficient assurance is given 
to brickworks to provide greater supplies to 
meet this programme. 


SIMPLIFICATION OF PLANNING 
PROCEDURE 
New “ Use Classes *’ Order 
THE MINISTER OF TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING has made, under Section 12 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, the 
Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) 


Order, 1950 (S.I. 1950 No. 1131). The new 
Order, which replaces the Town and 
Country Planning (Use Classes) Order, 


1948, came into force on July 21 and repre- 
sents a further step in the simplification of 
planning procedure. The amalgamation 
of certain of the Use Classes specified in 
the 1948 Order will allow a wider range 
of changes of use to take place without 
involving “ development” for the purposes 
of the Act, and therefore without requiring 
planning permission or payment of develop- 
ment charge. 

The main changes in the Order are:— 

(i) The definitions of “shop” and 
“ office” have been amended in order to 
clarify the line of division between 
Classes I and II. 

(ii) The scope of Class V_ has 
extended to take account of the 
etc., Works Order, 1950. 

(iii) The former Classes X (“ wholesale 
warehouse”) and XI (“repository”) have 
been combined in one class. 

(iv) Hostels are no longer grouped with 
hotels, boarding- houses and residential 
clubs (see new Class XI), in view of the 
wide range of uses covered by this term. 

(v) The institutional uses formerly in- 
cluded in Classes XIII, XV, XVII and 
XVIII have been grouped in two classes, 
XIV and XVI, the former including the 
cenerality of such uses and the latter those 
which demand particular care in the siting 
(e.g., mental hospitals}; boarding schools 
and residential colleges have been placed 
in a separate class (XII). 

(vi) The uses formerly included in 
Classes XIX, XX, XXI and XXII have 
been regrouped in two classes, XVII and 
XVIII. 

Copies of the Order are obtainable from 
H.M.S.O., price 1d. 


been 
Alkali, 


Guildford Replanning Scheme. 

Mr. G. A. JELLICOE, F.R.1.B.A., has been 
invited by the Guildford Borough Council to 
prepare a scheme for the replanning of 
North-street, Guildford. The Surrey Town 
and Country Planning Committee, who have 
sanctioned the invitation, have deferred the 
question of financial assistance until further 
details of the cost of the scheme are avail- 


able. 
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ETHIOPIAN MONASTERY CHURCH | 


Restoration at Debra 


By Derek H. Matthews, Dip.Arch., A.R.I.B.A. 
A RCHITECTS rarely have the chance it is certainly the 
to leave their drawing boards for most ancient and per- 


long periods. I, therefore, welcomed the 
opportunity to return to Ethiopia to restore 
the ancient monastery church of Debra 
Damo, which is situated a few miles south 
of the present border of Eritrea, among 
the tangled mountains and gorges of 
Northern Tigrai. The work had to be 
carried out by direct labour, and I covered 
5,700 miles by lorry and mule in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea collecting the necessary 
materials and workmen. 


Carrying letters from the Emperor, from 
the Head of the Ethiopian Church, and 
from Ras Seyoum, hereditary over-lord of 
Tigrai, I was enthusiastically received by 
the monks, who turned out in their richly 
coloured robes, with umbrellas and silver 
crosses, to the accompaniment of chanting, 
and the music from deep-throated drums 
and sistra. They gave me every help and 
encouragement in restoring their church, 
the most ancient surviving in Ethiopia, and 
possibly one of the oldest buildings in the 
world still in use. I had the opportunity 
of entering parts of the building not 
hitherto seen by Europeans, and during the 
process of partial demolition I was able to 
discover the exact method of construction, 
this knowledge throwing light on ancient 
Axumite building methods. 


A Unique Building. 


Although it is not known exactly how old 
the church is (the monks says 1,400 years), 


SESS 


* 





The ascent to the monastery. 





There is no way up other than this. 


THE BUILDER 


Damo 


fect of the early Ethio- 
pian churches, and an 
important example of 
an early manner of 
building in that 
country. The preser- 
vation of this unique 
building is undoubt- 
edly due to the fact 
that the monastery is 
situated high on a 
rocky mountain, en- 
tirely surrounded by 
cliffs, and is approach- 
able only by climbing 
with ropes up the ver- 
tical rock face. 

The monastery is thus a natural fortress, 
and in the middle-ages successfully escaped 
being desecrated by the Moslem Granye, 
who ravaged the churches of Ethiopia. Its 
inaccessible position, seven days by lorry 
from Addis Ababa, and several hours’ mule 
trek over precipitous country and across 
a river from the nearest motor-road, made 
the restoration a difficult yet fascinating 
task. I myself had to scale the cliff on 
each visit to the monastery, and all build- 
ing materials (cement, sand, _ stone, 
reinforcing rods, and scaffolding) had to be 
carried from the road and hauled up the 
cliff. 

The method of construction is unusual; 
the walls consist of tile-like stones set in 
earth mortar, strengthened with longi- 
tudinal beams which 
are themselves fixed 
to the walls with 
built-in cross pieces, 
slightly projecting, 
and known as “ mon- 
key-heads” by the 
Ethiopians. The effect 
is of a series of bands 
on the wall surface, 
consisting of timber 6 
inches deep alternating 
with stonework of 
depths varying from 
9 to 16 inches. The 
quoins are of larger 
stones. 

Such a method of 
construction has been 
used in countries as 
far apart as Crete, 
Asia Minor, and Tibet, 
and in hill-forts in 
Switzerland. It seems 
to have been the nor- 
mal building method 
of the Axumite king- 
dom (before Ethiopia 
was converted to 
Christianity), | whose 
builders copied the 
pattern of horizontal 
timber, monkey-head, 
and window framing 
into the decoration of 
the storeyed obelisks 
of Axum, near by. 
This is yet another 
example of timber 
forms being translated 
into stone. Debra 
Damo is probably the 
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View of west front of the church after completion of the works, 
The north side has been largely demolished and rebuilt in its old form. 


connecting link between the Axumite con- 
structions of, possibly, before the first century 
A.D. and the built-up and rock-hewn churches 
of the Lalibela dynasty (thirteenth century 
A.D.). Even to-day, the tradition is still alive, 
and timber is used in a similar way to stabi- 
lise the walls of modern Ethiopian churches, 


Architectural Features. 


The plan is noteworthy for unusual in- 
dentations within the breadth of the walls. 
Such a feature is yet another link with the 
old Axumite building methods, occurring 
at other Axumite sites in Ethiopia, and in; 
minor form in the storeyed obelisks in Axum, 
The reason for the indentations may well be 
that the distance between them is a con- 
venient length for the longitudinal beams 
of the wall, whose ends are always mastered 
by a wooden quoin block (an architectural 
fake, making the beams appear thicker 
than they really are). 

The nave and sanctuary of the church, 
European in conception, are encircled by a 
wooden entablature whose metope panels 
are carved with swastikas, crosses, and 
plaited and meander decoration, reminiscent 
of Byzantine and Coptic art. A_ carved 
timber ceiling in the entrance vestibule con- 
tains, in addition, panels carved with the 
representations of animals. 

The form and construction of the church 


relate it directly with early Axumite 
building of the period of the storeyed 
Obelisks. It seems that an Axumite temple 


was converted into a church at the founda- 
tion of the monastery. It is known from old 
manuscripts that Debra Damo was gven a 
new lease of life in the fourteenth century 
after a period of decline, and the church 
might then have been partly rebuilt, buf 
on the same lines as the original Axumite 
building, thus accounting for the perplexing 
survival of such a very ancient style of 
building. In spite of this possible series of 
reconstructions, including the one I have 
just completed, the original Axumite 
character of the building has been retained, 
and it is substantially the same to-day as 
when it was first built. 

I found that irreversible movements had 
been taking place within the walls. Over a 
very long period successive alternations of 
rain and sun had set up movements which 
had eventually become noticeable. All the 
external walls were leaning outwards, mush- 
room-like. The most unstable portions were 
leaning as much as 18 inches beyond the ver- 
tical, over a height of 19 feet; the average 
amount of lean was 10 inches, and many 
parts of the wall were only 4 inches out. 
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In many cases the movement had only 
taken place in the outer half of the wall, with 
the face of the wall peeling off; the inner 
wall planes were not so badly affected except 
on the north side; there were vertical cracks 
at the quoins and junctions with internal 
cross-walls. The north wall had leaned out 
so far that it could no longer support the 
flat earth roof, which had fallen in. The 
building had been shored up by the Italians, 
who had covered part of it with corrugated 
jron sheets as a temporary measure. The 
foundations are sound, being placed upon the 
solid rock of the mountain. 


Difficulties Involved. 

The main difficulty in carrying out the 
work was in beating the rainy season. It was 
not advisable to leave the building at the 
mercy of the weather any longer. All stages 
of the works needed personal supervision; 
while stone was being broken on the site, and 
sand transported from the river, it was neces- 
sary to bring cement from Asmara; the 
materials were taken to the site by donkey 
and mule during the period of heavy seasonal 
rains. Owing to the regularity of the spec- 
tacular thunder-storms (it only rained in the 
afternoons) not a single bag of cement was 
lost. 

My frequent journeys through the shifta- 
infested border country between Ethiopia and 
Eritrea added additional interest to the work, 
especially when I had in my pocket the cash 
to pay for materials and workmen. The only 
incident occurred when heavily-armed, non- 
uniformed, self-designated “* police ” insisted 
on my taking them on the lorry, as they said 
I had to have a guard because bandits were 
operating that afternoon. I am convinced, 
however, that they were the shifta them- 
selves. 

Having obtained all necessary supplies, 
including flour for the workmen, I estab- 
lished myself permanently on the mountain- 
top. After 82 working days, the restoration 
was complete. Although we were obliged to 
work during the rains, only 11 hours were 
lost on the site because of bad weather. 

The aim in restoration was to disturb the 
interior of the church as little as possible, 
for it had acquired a most pleasant and im- 
pressive patina throughout the centuries. 
The method of restoration involved the plac- 
ing of two reinforced concrete beams, con- 
nected together with vertical ties, within the 
thickness of the walls, encircling the build- 
ing like belts. In addition, diagonals and 
cross-ties were placed where necessary. The 
concrete members are not visible in the com- 
pleted work, being within the wall thickness. 

It was a simple matter to insert the rein- 
forced concrete. This was done in short 
lengths; the longitudinal beams acted as dead 
shores, allowing the stone to be removed 
below; the reinforcement was then put in, 
and the facing stone partly replaced to act 
as permanent shuttering, before pouring the 
concrete. With the help of two Italian 
masons I was able to train the Ethiopians to 
do this work. 

Those portions of wall which were leaning 
dangerously were demolished, all timbers 
indexed, and the whole reassembled in 
exactly the same form as before. 

The building is now structurally sound 
and in good order, and is in daily use. On 
completion of the works the monks thanked 
me, saying that they wished to give me a 
token of appreciation, but, as they were poor, 
would I accept 30 Haile Selassie shillings? 
Although they would have preferred me to 
knock the building down and build them 
something new, they seemed happy that their 
church had been given a new lease of life. 
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Architects and Incentives 

To THE Epritor oF The Builder. 
@ IR,—The Operation of the incentive 

scheme is, in my experience, being 
frustrated by the prevalent practice with 
some architects of designing the buildings 
as the work proceeds, instead of having 
everything cut and dried before the contract 
starts, as would appear to be the custom 
in America. 

The effect of this practice is to add con- 
siderably to the cost of carrying out build- 
ing operations, also to make the operation 
of incentives practically unworkable, since 
the operatives share in the loss entailed by 
virtue of the fact that the piecemeal develop- 
ment slows down their earning powers, so 
that both employers and operatives lose. 

F. J. GAYEr. 

7, Urswick-road, E.9. 


Town and Country Planning Act, 1947 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


IR,—Much has been written and said 
about the injustice of the 100 per cent. 
development charge but not so much about 
the “existing use value.” There must be 
thousands of builders who are in my posi- 
tion and who bought land long before the 
Act came into force which we in the industry 
recognised as “ripe” building land, but 
which does not qualify as such under the 
Act. In my case the land was agricultural, 
fronting existing roads, and formed part of 
an estate which had been partly built on 
before the 1939 war. It was offered for sale as 
“ripe ” building land and purchased as such, 
but under the present Act it is deemed to be 
agricultural land. Owing to the restrictions 
placed on private building, both during the 
war and since, it has not been possible to 
develop it. Herein lies the injustice. 
Builders who paid, say, three, four or five 
shillings per square yard for building land 
will be faced with big losses when they are 
also called upon to’ pay the 100 per cent. 
development charge, as the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning has issued warnings 
to buyers not to pay more than the existing 
use value plus development charge. I am aware 
that a sum of £300 million has been set 
aside to meet the claims for depreciation of 
land values, but who can say whether or 
not this sum will be enough to make good 
the loss between the purchase price and its 
existing value? 

Land purchases are usually dealt with by 
means of conveyance, and it seems to me that 
an equitable way of dealing with such cases 
would be for the Central Land Board to 
determine the development charge first and 
then to request the owner to produce the 
conveyance in which the purchase price is 
stated, together with audited accounts for 
any expenditure on the land, including legal 
fees, etc. From this, the average cost per 
square yard of the land to the purchaser 
could be accurately and fairly determined. 
Should the development charge be, say, 4s. 
per square yard and the average purchase 
price, say, 3s. per square yard, the owner 
would have to pay the difference of 1s. per 
square yard to the Central Land Board. 
Should the purchase price exceed the 
development charge, the owner would be 
exempted from any development payment. 
Such a concession would go a long way to 
remove the present injustice (which might 
be more accurately termed as confiscation), 
and it would do away with the claims already 
made on the sum set aside to meet depre- 
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ciation of land values. As the Act now 
stands, one could almost imagine that 
builders who purchased land for building 
purposes were a lot of criminals whose sole 
object was to exploit the public. In the 
past there may have been a few cases of 
land speculators reaping rich rewards, but 
on the whole there was far too much com- 
petition between builders to permit. any 
general exploitation of prices. As matters now 
stand, we have a very real grievance, and it 
is to be hoped that strong action will be 
taken by the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers to get it removed. 
C. H. GRIFFITHS. 


Bow Windows and “ Eclecticism ” 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—I was glad to note from your Jast 
issue that there are signs of the return 
of the bow window, which may possibly be 
“the start of a new era of informed eclecti- 
cism where the best of traditional motifs will 
be used in a contemporary way with logic 
and taste.” Everyone who is concerned for 
the future of architecture will hope you are 
right. May I suggest, however, with all 
respect, that we might now drop the words 
“eclectic” and “eclecticism”? Borrowed 
by the advanced school of architectural 
critics from the vocabulary of philosophy, 
and used depreciatively to indicate anything 
which seems to have a connection with the 
architecture of the past, they have now be- 
come almost terms of reproach. 

A bow window, on plan, is essentially a 
semi-circle or segment of a circle, and if it 
is “eclectic” then so are the rectangles of 
the extreme modernists, and indeed all the 
other figures in plane and solid geometry. 
If we are to continue to use the words I 
suggest that they should be reserved to des- 
cribe the mere copying of old work, which 
is nearly always reprehensible. As you 
imply by your reference to the use of tradi- 
tional motifs in a contemporary way, it is 
the spirit of good design that needs to be 
preserved, not the exact forms. 

F. R. W. 


New Societies 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—Noting the innumerable number of 
Societies, Guilds, Associations, Faculties, 
etc., already existing, may I presume 
to intimate the proposed creation of just 
one more, namely the Guild of Respon- 
sible Architects’ Charlady Employees 
(G.R.A.C.E.)? 

The objects of the Guild would be:— 

1. The discussion of subjects of mutual 
interest; 2. Interchange of knowledge, experi- 
ence and stories; 3. To promote the extended 
use of modern technical jargon, so prevalent 
at present; and 4. To make a job for myself. 

Upon incorporation and after enrolling 
anybody and everybody we can get hold of, 
we shall follow the orthodox procedure of 
instituting examinations entitling members to 
put letters after their name, being either A 
(Angels) of G.R.A.C.E., or F (Followers) of 
G.R.A.C.E. In the absence of any other 
qualifications these are intended to impress 
ignorant laymen, innocent committees, etc. 

Again, following precedent, we shall ask 
either A.R.C.U.K., the National Sweepers’ 
Union or the Lead Swingers’ Union, to accept 
our examinations as tantamount to those of 
the R.I.B.A., R.IC.S., and other professional 


bodies. We shall welcome applications for 
membership, especially those enclosing 
«heques. 


I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
PrisciLLA Mopp, A. G.R.A.C.E. (Char.). 
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Architecture and Town 





THE BUILDER 


Planning in East Africa 


Address by Mr. Ernst May 


MEETING of the Mars Group, held at 

the house of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, Bedford-square, W.C.1, on the 
evening of July 26 (postponed from July 20) 
was addressed by Mr. ERNST May, whose 
subject was the work he has been doing 
as architect and town planner in Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika. Mr. Maxwell 
Fry was in the chair and briefly introduced 
the speaker to the audience. 

Mr. May said it was 25 years since he 
was last in London.+ On the present 
occasion he had been able to make himself 
acquainted with some very fine examples of 
contemporary architecture. Living archi- 
tectur2 was progressing victoriously in 
England. Continuing, he said that he was 
resident in Nairobi and would deal with 
problems facing the architect and town 
planner in East Africa. Those problems 
were manifold. One was due to the com- 


position of the population. There were 
17,000.000 native Africans in Kenya, 
100,000 Indians and 45,000 people of 


Besides these there were 
The natives were mainly 
of primitive type. The Indians were chiefly 
workmen employed in such trades as 
carpentry and so forth, but some were 
iraders and of these a few had made 
fortunes. Europeans claimed the leader- 
ship: if the African had control, things 
would go back to where they were when 
the first European pioneers arrived in the 
country. The Europeans had done a most 
important work and were still doing it. 


European stock. 
Arabs and others. 


East African Conditions. 

Illustrating his points with slides, Mr. 
May sought to give some idea of the condi- 
tions of life in East Africa. It was difficult, 
he said, to build for a population where 
there were such great differences in the 
standards of the different strata of popula- 
tion. The native was primitive. and the 
Indian mostly primitive, while the European 
had a higher standard than in his own 
country. The problem of providing for 
people of such entirely different outlook 
was being dealt with, but we might have to 
wait a hundred years before great results 
could be achieved. Climatic conditions 
made another difficulty; there was a hot 
moist climate along the coast, and a hot dry 
elimate in the lowlands of the interior, while 
in the highlands there was a climate com- 
parable with that of the Riviera. To all the 
difficulties arising from the climate and the 
people, the financial problem must be 
added: this was terrific. The African 
working on a farm earned about 12s. a 
month, an educated man working as a clerk, 
etc., earned 100s. or, possibly, 150s. a month. 


Housing for Natives. 

The native hut, said the lecturer, was cool. 
easy to make, and cheap, but its grass roof 
did not last long. He had. designed a hut 
to be built of a concrete made of one part 
clay and two parts stone chips. For th's 
purpose he made a shuttering a quarter 
circle on plan and 2 ft. 9 in. high; into this 
he placed the concrete. The shuttering was 
moved to make another quarter circle and 
so on until the circle was complete. Then, 
by raising the shuttering he made another 
circle on the lower one. A space of six 
or nine inches was left for ventilation 
between wall and roof, and openings were 





made for door and window. The roof 
presented a problem; a grass roof was so 
much eaten by termites that it required 
renewing every three years. Another 
attempt had been to make a prefabricated 
house which would stand up to the climatic 
conditions; for this purpose concrete slabs 
were placed against parabolic supporting 
beams. Places for doors and windows were 
made by omitting slabs. A specimen house 
was shown to Africans of the clerk class: 
they complimented the architect but refused 
to live in a house designed only for 
Africans. They wanted houses of the same 
type as were provided for Europeans. 

In towns like Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaain, 
Africans often lived in a slum-like way, six 
or eight people sleeping on the floor of 
one room. Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam had 
both started to build African houses. These 
were quite satisfactory in their way and 
those in Nairobi were very European. Pay- 
ing for these houses was a great problem; 
the Government subsidy amounted to two- 
thirds or even three-quarters of the cost. 

In Nairobi Mr. May had built a house 
for his own occupation. There was a 
beautiful landscape to the west and he 


BUILDING INFORMATION 


British Building Documentation Committee’s Programme 


HE British Building Documentation Com- 
mittee has been set up to further 
co-operation between organisations con- 
cerned with information about building both 
at home and abroad. 

A statement issued by the Committee 
makes clear that full, accurate and up-to-date 
information is needed in every phase of 
building activity. The mass of information 
in existence is aimost unmanageable by 
reason of its very bulk. Because presenta- 
tion, collection, analysis and indexing are 
unco-ordinated, the assembly of information 
on a given problem is a laborious under- 
taking, and rarely exhaustive. The building 


practitioner cannot keep himself current'y 


informed unless he is helped to use his 


limited reading time to best advantage. The 
practitioner or manufacturer needs a com- 


plete review of what has been done and 


what data are available on a given subject 
before he designs, builds or makes. 


The Committee’s Task. 


The task of the British Building Documen- 


tation Committee is to promote the organi- 
sation of existing information so that it may 
be readily accessible to those who need it. 
This task will be fulfilled by:— 


promoting the compilation of a National 
Index of Building Literature; 

co-ordinating the work of information 
centres so as to ensure a better national 
service of information on building; 

encouraging research organisations and 
workers to publish their results and 
facilitating their re-publication where 
desirable; 

drawing attention to gaps in our informa- 
tion and encouraging the compilation 
and publication of statistics and data to 
cover them: 

co-operating in the work of the Inter- 
national Council for Building Documen: 
tation and so ensuring a flow of informa- 

tion on building progress from abroad: 
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wanted to have a view of this while at the 
same time sheltering the house from the 
afternoon sun which could make rooms 
uninhabitable if exposed to it. The soly- 
tion he had found was to put a verandah 
along the main rooms with a concrete 
canopy in front of it. This kept the rooms 
cool. Over the house he had placed a 
cavity roof, the top being of corrugated 
asbestos. Mosquito gauze kept bats and 
insects out of the cavity while allowing the 
wind to go through and cool the house, 
By making an opening in the ceiling of any 
room thus covered, he could get ventilation, 
because the wind passing through the cavity 
sucked air from the room below. After- 
wards in erecting public buildings he had 
used these ideas for shielding walls from the 
afternoon sun and providing an air cushion 
to cool the roof. 

An African Town. 

An interesting example of African diffi- 
culties was furnished by the town plan of 
Kimbala in Uganda. The town was built 
on small hills with swampy gullies between 
them. These swamps were dried out by 
planting with eucalyptus, and were then 
used for drainage purposes. Streets followed 
land contours and the hills were in some 


cases crowned with public buildings. These 
included a college, a hospital and two 
cathedrals. 


assisting to set up a central index of 
translations, lists of films, etc.; 
promoting the preparation of a standard 
glossary of building terms, and co- 
operation in the preparation of inter- 
lingual dictionaries. 
The Committee consists of representatives 
from :— 


Architectural Association; ASLIB (Associ- 
ation of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux); British Standards Institution; 
Building Centre; Building Industries National 
Council; Building Research Station; Council 
of the Trade and Technical Press; Housing 
Centre; Library Association; Ministry of 
Health; Ministry of Works; Pub'ishers’ Asso- 
ciation; and Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects. To these will be added other 
organisations so as to make it fully repre- 
sentative of the building interests in the 
country. , 

It is not a Government Committee, but 
is recognised by H.M. Government as repre- 
senting the building documentation interests 
of the United Kingdom. It is similarly 
recognised by the National Committee for 
Documentation, which is a_ constituent 
member of the International Federation for 
Documentation. The present chairman is 
Mr. B. Agard Evans, Technical Intelligence 
Officer and Librarian to the Ministry of 
Works. The Committee will work through 
existing channels wherever possible rather 
than set up its own office and organisation. 

Building to-day is one of the major British 
industries, employing about 10 per cent. of 
the country’s labour force and taking up 
about 70 per cent. of the new cap'‘tal invest- 
ment every year. It is only right and reason- 
able that such an industry should be as well 
served in its information as the more modern 
light industrial and scientific fields. The 
Committee expects, therefore, that its work 
will receive the full support of all branches 
of the industry. 





— = 











August 4 1950 THE BUILDER 





The elevation to College Garden, as restored, 


Tr College Building, or Great 


Restoration of the 
COLLEGE BUILDING, WESTMINSTER SCHOOL ~ _ Dormitory, of Westminster School 
is part of the historic group of buildings 


J J associated with the Abbey known as 
SIR HUBERT WORTHINGTON, A.R.A., and the Reval Colla of 3. Feu i 


architectural history, and is a splendid 
example of English Palladianism, with 
its great stone facade, 166ft. long, 
looking on to College Garden. In the 
raids which so nearly destroyed the 
Abbey in 1940 it shared the fate of 
the Deanery, “* School,” and the Busby 
Library, being gutted by fire, though 
the walls remained intact. 
The eleventh volume of the Wren 
Society gives the history of this famous 
building, and illustrates the various 
schemes which Wren prepared before 
Lord Burlington gave to the building 
its final form. ‘“‘ There can be no 
question,”’ it is there stated, “* as to the 
importance of the building. It marks 
the first victory of the revived Palladian 
School reacting against the baroque 
tendencies of Vanbrugh, Hawksmoor, 
Archer and Gibbs, in his earliest days. 
The crucial date is 1719, when Bur- 
lington and Kent returned together 
from Italy, and the intervention of 
Burlington in the Dormitory design 
can be dated 1721. The last design of 
the Wren School appears to be 
oe ee ey easing September of that year, and the actual 
sy ae laying of the foundation stone was 
The elevation to College Garden before being gutted by fire in 1940. April 22, 1722.” 
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Wren was himself a Westminster boy and a pupil of 
Dr. Busby. No wonder, then, that he took so much interest 
in the problem of providing an adequate dormitory for 
the forty King’s Scholars from 1708 onwards. He conceived 
the idea of this long, narrow building, with an open arcade 

* Piazza’ below, looking on to the Garden, and the 
Great Dormitory above. But Wren was ninety years old 
when the time came to build, and died a year later. Burlington, 
‘** the Great Amateur,” carried on the general idea, simplifying 
the details of the Bath stone facade, and executing it in the 
form that still remains. The arcade is of fifteen equal bays. 
On the ** Piano Nobile ’’ were niches, set in surrounds with 
alternating triangular and segmental pediments, and small 
square windows over. The whole is crowned by a fine 
cornice and a low pitched slated roof. The King’s Scholars 
had no view from their roomy, cold and cheerless dormitory, 
for the windows were 16 ft. above the floor. It was not fit 
that they should be able to overlook the Abbey Garden, 
where, perhaps, the daughters of the Prebends might be 
playing. The great open loggia was for the use of the Abbey, 
not the school. In the nineteenth century this loggia was 
enclosed to make election or day rooms for the boys, but 
here again they could not see out ; the window in-fillings 
were out of keeping with the design, and the crosswalls had 
no relation to the arcade. 

To give more light and air in the dormitory, alternate 
niches were replaced by windows, and, in the present scheme 
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for inserting an additional floor, the remaining niches have 
been similarly opened. Unfortunately, investigations dis- 
closed the fact that the foundations of the building, particu- 
larly those of the Garden front and two end walls, rested on 
a framework of logs of wood that had completely rotted away. 
It was found necessary to remove these timbers and underpin 
the whole front and return walls before any rebuilding could 
be safely started. The whole Garden front, which had 
suffered from Victorian insertions, has been brought much 
more into accord with its original spirit. By improving the 
design of the ground floor windows, with lower cills and 
radiating bars in their arched heads, and by setting these 
windows back, level with the inner face of the piers, instead 
of half-way, something of the original vigour and propor- 
tion of the loggia arcade has been recaptured. One of the 
finest Renaissance elevations in the heart of London has been 
preserved for many years to come. 


The quantity surveyors were Messrs. E. R. Babbs and 
Sons, and the general contractors Messrs. Holloway Brothers 


(London), Ltd., Millbank, S.W.1. Sub-contractors and 
suppliers were : 
F. Braby and Co., Ltd., copper roof work ; Carter and Co., Ltd.. wall tiling ; 


sanitary fittings ; Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd., internal 

Rosser and Russell, Ltd., heating and hot water ; 
Faulkner Greene and Co., Ltd., glazing ; Parker Winder and Achurch, Ltd., 
ironmongery ; Granwood Floors, Ltd., ** Granwood ”’ floors ; Plastering, Ltd., 
plastering ; Dorman Long and Co., Ltd., structural steelwork : Scaffolding 
scaffolding work ; and Bower Engineering W orks (Electrical 
electrical installation. 


Doulton and Co., Ltd., 
plumbing installations ; 


(Great Britain), Ltd., 
an1 General), Ltd., 
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View towards the chancel. 


ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, BOOTLE. 


Erected in 171 working days, this church occupies 
an area of 84 ft. by 40 ft. and has a height of 14 ft. 6 in. 
from floor to ceiling. About 440 people can be 
accommodated in the nave. The cost, including the 
furniture, some of which was presented by another 
church and made to fit, was approximately £8,000. 


NELSON, GARTON AND CO., ARCHITECTS 


General contractors were Messrs. Humphreys, Ltd. 
(London and Liverpool), and the sculpture was carried 
out by Mr. Tyson-Smith. Electrical work was by 
Messrs. T. K. Richardson and Co., and glazing by 
Compton Bros., Ltd., both of Liverpool. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. Nelson, Garton and Co. 
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‘FHE problem presented in the re- 
designing of this shop-front at 
84, Stamford-hill, London, N.16, 
called for a new shop-front to 
replace the one destroyed by enemy 
action. The client, being of Swiss 
origin, has influenced to a large 
degree the character of the design. 

Finances were heavily restricted, 
and it was therefore decided to engage 
the services of a small contractor 
for the work. 


CONSTRUCTION.—The new work 
was confined solely to the shop- 
front itself and consisted of bronze 
members on a softwood core, all 
purpose-made. The fascia and stall 
risers are constructed of precast 
terrazzo slabs, secured to timber 
studding, in varying shades of grey. 
The lettering on the fascia is of 
hollow bronze metal 9 in. high and 
projecting 2 in., and is plugged to the 
terrazzo. The emblem is also of 
hollow construction, sprayed in the 
appropriate red and white Swiss 
national colours. 

Provision for fluorescent lighting 
is made in a recess on the under- 
side of the cornice in order that it 
shall remain hidden and prevent 
glare, and at the same time cast 
interesting shadows formed by the 
projecting bronze lettering. The 
lighting is regulated on a time- 
switch, accessible at the rear of the 
shop. 

The glazing consists of 4-in. plate 
and l-in. reeded glass above tran- 
som level. 


FINISHES.—The jointing to the 
precast fascia slabs was accen- 
tuated by pointing in white cement. 


The shop-front by night. 
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The shop-front by day. 


The entrance door was painted in a 
pastel blue and the soffit of the 
lobby was finished in a_ bright 
canary yellow. The existing pilasters 
were made good and painted in 
broken white. The contract price was 
under £500. 
The general 


contractors were 


Messrs. Leach and Lewis, of London, 
N.4. 

The sub-contractors for the ter- 
razzo were the Ventor Terrazzo and 
Mosaic Company, and for the metal 
work, C. Stevens and Co. Electrical 
work was carried out by Messrs. 
J. H. Golding. 


SHOP-FRONT AT 84, STAMFORD 
HILL, N.16 


CARL FISHER, DIP.ARCH., A.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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View from the air. 








Genera! view of building. 


No. 2 POWER HOUSE, SHIPSHAW POWER DEVELOPMENT, SAGUENAY RIVER, 
QUEBEC, FOR THE ALUMINUM COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 


J. C. MEADOWCROFT, CONSULTING ARCHITECT. H. G. ACRES AND COMPANY, CONSULTING 
ENGINEERS. THE FOUNDATION COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD., GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
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BOOKS 


By John Russell. Pp. viii, 
Illustrated. B. T. Batsford, Ltd. 


SWITZERLAND. 
152. 
15s. net. 

ACCORDING to the notice on the jacket 


the author’s aim in this beautifully 
illustrated book is to celebrate Switzer- 
land’s “cultural heritage,” hitherto largely 
ignored by travellers who have concentrated 
upon its natural charms. He treats the 
Alps and the lakes, we are told, as a back- 
cloth for picturesque architecture and for 
literary associations, and his outlook is 
“sometimes quizzical.” It is. He refers, 
on his first page, to “the forbidding and 
gregarious élite of skiers, and the quieter, 
more solitary masters of alpinism,” and 
says that “this is not a book for moun- 
taineers.” That is quite true: there is no 
description of the winter-sports centres, and 
the fine photographs of the Jungfrau and 
the Matterhorn show them in their summer 
dress; in fact, there are hardly any snow- 
scenes among the illustrations. One photo- 
graph, as a concession, shows edelweiss, but 
there are no views of chalets and no 
pictures of the famous old bridge at 
Lucerne, though that is well described. The 
author compares Lac Leman to the Welsh 
Harp, and dislikes its popular resorts. 
“There is nothing really wrong with 
Lucerne, except the people who go there,” 
but he admits the interest of the town and 
the beauty of its lake. As for Lugano and 
the Ticino, he confesses himself “im- 
pervious to the spell of the area.” On the 
other hand, he frankly admires Chillon, 
hackneyed though it be. As for “the 
imbecile erections of our own time,” he has 
no use for them; and not more than ten 
lines of the whole book are allotted to the 
modern architecture that forms the chief 
interest of Switzerland for many students of 
to-day. The League of Nations Building 
is dismissed in a few lines, while Moser’s 
concrete church at Basle is not even men- 
tioned. 

Mr. Russell’s survey was made, as he 
says, “at ground level.” and gives a most 
interesting if rather superior account of the 
literary and historical associations of the 
larger towns—especially Geneva and 
Zurich—with descriptions of many less 
familiar places: Yverdon, Porrentruy, St. 
Ursanne, Morat, Avenches (with its Roman 
remains), Sierre, Payerne, Fribourg, Sion, 
Sarnen and Schaffhausen. Lucerne, Basle, 
Berne and Chur receive due attention. The 
author is well read, and intersperses copious 
quotations from French, German, Swiss 
and English writers old and new, but 
particularly of the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. Romanesque, Gothic 
and early Renaissance buildings are 
described and illustrated, but about a 
quarter of the illustrations are devoted to 
baroque and rococo architecture. notably 
the magnificent Benedictine abbeys of 
St. Gall and Einsiedeln. He describes the 
latter as a “peerless monument,” and his 
interpretation of its design is very well 
done. His book makes one wish to visit or 
revisit all the attractive places that he 
portrays. 

Connoisseurs of English may derive 
satisfaction from his use of uncommon 
‘words, some perhaps home-made, including 
the following: ascete, estivation, dis- 
natured, slalom, euphoria, hydrologer, 
inspiratrix, thurifer, energumen, ambience, 
cothurnus, discipular, concubinary, lubri- 


cious, catamites, desipience, prosaist, dis- 
inhibited, zanyish, enisled, tumid, armi- 
‘gerous, 


inexpugnable, murmuration, 
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hebetude, 


belliferous, 
prefigured, unplausible, cantilena, susurrus, 


analphabetic, 


planturous, noctambulant, 


But is it really necessary? M. S. B. 


THE Face oF WALES. By Tudor Edwards. 
Pp. viii, 120. Illustrated. B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd. 12s. 6d. net. 

“ THE FACE OF BRITAIN”’ series, of which 
this forms the latest volume, is now so well 
known that one expects admirable produc- 
tion and beautiful photographs; and here 
they are again, as attractive as ever. The 
jacket by Brian Cook is perhaps the best 
he has ever done, and pictures “Wild Wales” 
to the life. The coloured frontispiece by 
Norman Janes is a lovely thing, and the 
choice of photographs, whether of moun- 
tains or of architecture, is admirable—those 
of the Elan Forest, the Gascoyne Rock, 
Carreg Cennen Castle and the Vale of Llan- 
gollen. being real masterpieces. Of subjects 
omitted, one might have expected Pembroke 
Castle and St. Fagan’s to be chosen, the 
description of Caldey Island makes one 
wish for an illustration, and Plate 84 hardly 
does justice to the frowning precipices of 
Cader Idris. In so perfectly produced a 
book, the text is liable to take second place, 
but in this case it is informative, readable, 
human, straightforward and written from 
intimate persona] knowledge. The author is 
more anxious to introduce his readers to 
the Wales he knows so well than to display 
his superiority to them. He is concerned 
to draw their attention to Welsh byways, 
customs, literature, art and crafts, although 
he describes the famous castles adequately 
enough. Every village church and its con- 
tents are noted, together with countless 
historic houses, and equal attention is given 
to landscape. Deliberately, Mr. Edwards 
rules out all the squalor of the mining dis- 


vittle. 


stupefactive. 
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tricts, almost every modern building, and 
nearly every popular resort—Llandudno, 
Colwyn Bay, Rhyl, Portmadoc, Pwilheli, 
Criccieth, Barmouth and Porthcawl—but 
Tenby gets a good mark. Portmeirion is 
mentioned twice, but is not illustrated. The 
civic buildings at Swansea are labelled as 
“functional,” the great group at Cathays 
Park in Cardiff—“one of the modern 
wonders of the western world ”—is “ largely 
hybrid” but nevertheless a “splendid vision,” 
and there is mention of ‘“a_ startling 
functional church” at Amlwch; but none 
of these buildings 1s pictured. An unexpected 
illustration shows a neo-Tudor college at 
Lampeter, designed by C. R. Cockerell, of 
all people, in 1826. The remarkable eight- 
eenth-century ironwork of the Davies 
brothers is well described: Students of The 
Builder will be interested in several refer- 
ences to its founder, Joseph Hansom (1803- 
1882), who designed several buildings in 
Wales, including a terrace at Beaumaris, 
illustrated on Plate 98. M.S. B. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO SLACK ON War DAMAGE, 
2nd Edition. By G. G. Slack and G. 
Krikorian. (London: Butterworth and 
Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 15s. 

MEN AND BulILpinGs. By John Gloag. (Lon- 
don: Chantry Publications, Ltd.) Price 35s. 

BUILDING SciENcE Ill. By S. C. Gibbins. 
(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 8s. 6d. 

ARCHITECTS’, BUILDERS’ AND CIVIL ENGIN- 
EERS’ REFERENCE BOooK, 1950. By E. 
Molloy. (London: George Newnes, Ltd.) 
Price 63s. 

BRITANNICA BOOK OF THE YEAR, 1950. Edited 
by John Armitage. (London: Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, Ltd.) Price 50s. 








Civilian War Graves, Putney Val2 


stone, with the names of the 60 war victims incised on a large central panel. 


Cemetery, Wandsworth.— Holborn Borough 
Council has decided to erect a memorial to mark the communal grave of the civilian 
war dead, killed as a result of enemy action in the borough during the second world war. 
As it was considered desirable to reduce the planting space toa minimum owing to difficulties 
of upkeep, the memorial is approached by stone slabbed paths flanked by two small lawns. 
The memorial itself, which will be of simple character, will be constructed of Portland 


The lettering 


at its base will be in bronze Roman letters fixed to the stone face. The memorial was 
designed by Mr. S. A. G. Cook, A.R.I.B.A., Holborn Borough Architect. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Use of Cement 


ON July 24, Mr. SToKEs, replying to Mr. 

Robson-Brown, said that there were no 
statistics of the quantities of cement 
delivered to particular classes of user in 
1948, 1949 and the early months of 1950. 
The total production and the amount 
exported had been as follows :— 

Tons. 


Total Production. Exports. 
1948 aoe 20, 1,551,314 
1949 pas an 9,215,507 1,838,816 
1950 (five months) 3,871,714 758,577 


Replying to Mr. Baldwin, the Minister 
said that he did not think that the imports 
of cement could be having any appreciable 
effect on the cost of house building since 
they were mostly being brought in under 
special arrangements providing for sale at 
the same price as home-produced cement. 
He was not aware of delays in delivery so 
serious as was suggested in the question 
(22 weeks’ delay for home-produced cement), 
and he would not regard the extreme course 
of a stoppage of exports as justified. 
[July 24.] 

On July 27, Major NIALL MACPHERSON 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
would now reduce the export target for 
cement. 

Mr. STOKES said he would not. Exports 
and imports had been so arranged, however, 
that the home market would benefit to the 
extent of about 15,000 tons of cement during 
August. 

Mr. HEATHCOAT-AMOry asked the Minister 
of Works what action he was taking to 
increase the production of cement pipes in 
view of the fact that water schemes were 
being seriously held up owing to the long 
delivery at present required for piping. 

Mr. STOKES said he assumed that the hon. 
Member was referring to asbestos cement 
pipes, as these were the type used in water 
supply schemes. Production of all types of 
asbestos cement goods was limited by the 
world shortage of asbestos fibre, and it was 
not at present possible to increase the pro- 
duction of pipes without reducing the out- 
put of other asbestos cement goods which 
were needed for the building programme 
and for export. 
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New Houses. 

Answering a question by Mr. Black, MR. 
STOKES said that the building of new houses 
had represented about 30 per cent. of the 
value of the output of the building industry 
as an average over the past five years. There 
was no corresponding figure for the five 
years up to 1939. [July 24.] 


Government Buildings. 

Mr. KEELING asked the Minister of Works 
what was the number of men in the London 
area employed in constructing non-resi- 
dential Government buildings and new 
houses, respectively. 

Mr. STOKES said that the numbers at the 
end of May, 1950, were estimated to have 
been as follows: Buildings intended for use 
as Government offices, 3,600; other Gov- 
ernment buildings, 3,000; and new houses. 
32,300. [July 24.] 

Shortage of Bricks. 

Replying to Mr. Baker White, Mr. STOKES 
said he was aware that there was a shortage 
of bricks in certain parts of the country. 
In conjunction with the Minister of Labour, 
every effort was being made to increase the 
supply of labour at existing brickworks. In 
addition, brick companies were being urged 
to reopen closed brickworks in anticipation 
of a steady demand assured by the Govern- 
ment’s announcements about the future 
programme. [July 24.] 


Housing Forms. 


On July 24, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Health if he now would review 
the large number of forms required to be 
filled in by builders, architects or prospec- 
tive owners wishing to build a small private 
house, with a view to reducing their number. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the possibilities of 
further simplification were continuously 
under review. 


Building Societies and Tax. 

On July 27, Mr. ADAMS asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer whether he could 
make any announcement regarding the con- 
tinuance of the special income tax arrange- 
ment with building societies. 

SiR STAFFORD CRIPPS said he had already 
authorised the continuance of this arrange- 
ment until April, 1952, and, following dis- 
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cussions between the Inland Revenue Depart- 
ment and the Building Societies’ Association, 
he had come to the conclusion that it was 
desirable that the arrangement should con- 
tinue beyond that date, subject to periodical 
review. He considered, however, that in 
future the Revenue’s power to enter into 
the arrangement should rest on a statutory 
basis. He had accordingly informed the 
Building Societies’ Association that he 
would be prepared to authorise the con- 
tinuance of the arrangement for a further 
period of five years in the first instance, ie, 
up to April, 1957, provided that the neces- 
sary enabling legislation was passed by 
Parliament in next year’s Finance Bill. He 
should add that he would propose in the 
legislation to regularise the position of sur- 
tax payers who invested money in building 
societies, for the arrangement at present gave 
rise to the anomaly that they were charged 
sur-tax on the amount actually received from 
their investment instead of on that amount 
plus income tax. 


Clay Roofing Tiles. 

On July 27, Major Hicks-BEACH asked the 
Minister of Health whether he was aware 
that the present annual production of clay 
roofing tiles was approximately only 50 per 
cent. of the 1938 figure; and if he would take 
steps to encourage the use of such tiles in 
the housing programme so that other essen- 
tial materials at present being used for 
roofing in the building of houses might be 
made available for other equally essential 
parts in the housing programme. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the answer to the 
first part of the question was “ Yes, sir,” 
As regarded the last part, local authorities 
were free’.to choose the materials they 
wished from the point of view of price and 
suitability. 


Private Building Licences. 

On July 25, Mr. Linsteap asked the 
Minister of Health whether he was aware 
that certain local authorities required appli- 
cants for private building licences to acquire 
land and to have plans of the house pre- 
pared and approved before considering an 
application for licence; and whether, in view 
of the fact that this practice put applicants 
to expense before they knew whether their 
application would be granted, he would 
circularise local authorities advising them 
against its use. 

Mr. BEVAN said he had already advised 
local authorities that they should not make 
the requisition of a site a:condition precedent 
to the granting of a licence, and on his 
present information he did not think that a 
further circular was necessary. 


Rural Reconditioning. 

Mr. VANE aSked the Minister of Health 
whether he was aware of the greater diffi- 
culties at present in the way of carrying out 
extensive repairs to farm-workers’ houses 
than doing work of similar value on cow- 
sheds; and whether he would consider 
issuing a new circular to amend Circular 
5/50, dated January 12, 1950, so that local 
authorities might be empowered to licence a 
greater volume of repairs and reconstruction 
work of dwelling-houses than was at present 
permitted. 

Mr. BEVAN said he assumed the hon. 
Member had in mind the distinction between 
designated buildings and other buildings in 
the Control of Building Operations (No. 15) 
Order. He was aware of this distinction 
which related to the amount of work which 
could be carried out without licence and 
did not affect the amount of work which 
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could be licensed by local authorities. 
{July 27.] 
Demolition Statistics. 

On July 27, Mr. J. E. Powe. asked the 
Minister of Health if he would include in 
the monthly or quarterly housing returns, 
as might be convenient, a statement of the 
number of houses known to have been 
demolished or closed during the relevant 
period. 

Mr. BevaN said that returns giving this 
information were discontinued in 1945 in 
view of the small number of houses involved. 
He would consider whether they could with 
advantage be resumed. 


New Towns. 

On July 25, WING-COMMANDER GEOFFREY 
CoopER asked the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning on what grounds it had 
been decided that district heating schemes 
should not be proceeded with in the new 
towns. 

Mr. DALTON said because, in the one new 
town- where this was contemplated, he was 
satisfied that it would not pay. 


Timber Licences. 

In reply to questions by Mr. N. Fisher, 
Mr. BEVAN, Minister of Health, said licences 
for softwood timber issued for housing pur- 
poses amounted to 84,614 standards in the 
second quarter of 1949, and to 80,549 
standards in the corresponding period of 
1950. [July 27.] 

In reply to Mr. E. Wakefield, Mr. WILSON 
said stocks of softwood, excluding sleepers 
and poles, were 206,000 standards at June 
30, 1949. Returns from merchants for 
June, 1950, had not yet been collated, but 
he estimated that stocks at June 30 were 
about 170,000 standards. 

In reply to Mr. Hurd, MR. WILSON said 
that no softwood out of our recent contract 
with the Soviet suppliers had as yet arrived. 
The first five cargoes, however, were expec- 
ted within the next week. Their average 
basis c.i.f. price would be less than £55 10s. 
per standard. [July 27.] 

In reply to Mr. J. E. Haire, MR. WILSON 
said that, though it was hard to determine 
an average price movement for such a varied 
commodity as hardwood, particularly since 
it was now privately imported, he would 
estimate that an overall rise of some 10-15 
per cent. had taken place since January. 


Dry Rot. 

On July 18, Mr. Bossom asked the Lord 
President of the Council if he would 
appoint a special commission to investigate 
the causes and cures in all forms of dry 
rot and worm rot in structures and produce 
proposals of administrative measures to 
prevent and check further spread of this 
epidemic. 

Mr. HERBERT MorrISON said that the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research was conducting research on the 
subjects of dry rot and the insects that 
attacked timber. Much information had 
been obtained and this was published in 
leaflets, books and articles in the technical 
and general Press; a film had been completed 
and was now in circulation and a special 
travelling exhibition was visiting 20 towns 
in the course of the next eight months. 
Every endeavour was thus being made to 
bring information on the prevention and 
cure of dry rot and insect attack to the 
attention of builders, architects, housing 
authorities and householders. In those 
circumstances he did not think that a special 
commission was necessary. 


THE BUILDER 


BUILDING TEACHERS 
A Successful Summer Course 


MTHE Building Teachers’ summer course, 

held at the College of Aeronautics, 
Cranfield, from July 14-22, was organised by 
H.M.I. Mr. J. R. Newman-Booth, with the 
assistance of H.M.I. Mr. J. B. M. Hay. 
Staff Inspector for Building, who acted as 
Senior Tutor, and H.M.I.s Messrs. Addison, 
Seventy-seven 


Cormack, Olney and Curtis. 
teachers attended, of whom two were from 
Northern Ireland, the remainder being 


from England and Wales. 

The Principal of the College, Mr. E. F. 
Relf, C.B.E., F.R.S., F.R.Ae.S., and Mr. 
Anthony L. Peyman, O.B.E., F.I.0.B., were 
present at the inaugural meeting. The 
Principal welcomed the members of the 
course to the college and explained the work 
that was being undertaken there. He hoped 
that the visits to the college laboratories 
would be both interesting and instructive. 
Mr. Peyman then gave his opening address 
in which he stressed the importance of build- 
ing education and, in particular, its relation 
to the Industry at the present time. 


On the mornings of Saturday, Mon- 
day and Tuesday, Mr. C. G. Bath, 
A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., gave lectures 


dealing with the work in building con- 
Struction in the three years of the 
Ordinary National Certificate Course. After 
each period there was a full and lively dis- 
cussion. H.M.I. Mr. F. E. Olney dealt 
with “ Mechanical Aids in the Teaching of 
Building Construction” in a lecture on the 
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Saturday evening, whilst “Drawing Office 
Techniques” was the subject of two lec- 
tures by H.M.I. Mr. W. A. S. Cormack, 
which he amply illustrated by sketches and 
the work of students. These three lectures’ 
provided a valuable background to the lec- 
tures by Messrs. Bath and Perry and evoked. 
considerable discussion. 


On Wednesday morning visits were made, 
to the Duke of Bedford’s estate and to the; 
National Aeronautical Establishment at 
Thurleigh. In the afternoon the course 
visited the London Brick Company, Ltd., 
works at Stewartby, where, after a full in- 
spection of the works, they were entertained 


to tea. Two lectures, one on “ The Setting 
of Building Construction Examination 
Papers,” by Mr. R. H. Winder, M.A., 


A.R.1.B.A., and another on “ Training and 
Examining the Less Able Student,” by Mr. 
T. E. Scott, C.B.E., F.R.LB.A., on the Tues; 
day and Thursday evenings, respectively,, 
caused interesting and lively debates. a 

On Wednesday evening, three members of: 
the Building Productivity Team, Messrs. 
Douglas Calverley (N.F.B.T.E.), F. Beazley, 
(N.F.B.T.O.) and C. G. Rowlands (Secretary;. 
N.F.B.T.E.) gave many interesting details of. 
their recent inspection of the building indus- 
try in America and compared relative stan-, 
dards of the employer, employee, methods, 
and materials of construction, training and 
general economics with those in this. 
country. The lengthy discussion which fok’ 
lowed indicated a keen desire to profit from, 


the views that had been expressed by the, 


members of the Team, particularly in respect , 
of the training of apprentices and craftsmen: 
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Visits to the College Laboratories were made 
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 

Building construction in the Higher 
National Certificate years was the subject 
of two lectures by Mr. C. A. Perry, 
A.R.LB.A., and Mr. E. M. Rice, F.R.LB.A., 
dealt with the corresponding practice class 
work in this subject. Full use was made of 
the discussion periods which followed these 
three lectures. 


Dr. John Thomas, Assistant Director for 
the North-West Region, Ministry of Works, 
was present throughout the course and at 
the request of the members he gave a short 
interesting talk on the work of the Ministry 
in general with particular reference to the 
training of apprentices and craftsmen. Other 
visitors to the Course were C.I. Mr. H. J. 
Shelley, Dr. H. H. Burness, Brig. Rawden 
Briggs (Regional Director, Eastern Region, 
Ministry of Works), Mr. J. A. Kendrick 
{City and Guilds of London Institute), Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish (N.F.B.T.E.), and 
H.M.I. Mr. H. Salt. 


The end-of-course dinner was held on the 
Friday evening, and the Principal of the 
College of Aeronautics, Heads of Depart- 
ments, and teaching and administrative staff 
of the College were guests. The chairman, 
Mr. J. B. M. Hay, M.C., H.M.L, Staff 
Inspector for Building, thanked the College 
authorities for the kindness and considera- 
tion which had been shown to the members 
of the course both individually and collec- 
tively and for the co-operation that had 
been extended to them. The Principal re- 
sponded. 


At the final meeting, Mr. Hay summarised 
the work of the course and underlined the 
main points emerging from the discussions. 


CALL-UP POLICY 


From the statements so far made in the 
House of Commons on measures to be 
taken to call up men to the fighting services 
it is not possible to estimate with certainty 
how manpower in the building industry and 
allied professions will be affected. 


Speaking of the reserve forces, in the 
defence debate on July 26, Mr. SHINWELL, 
the Minister of Defence, said that Britain 
had a large reserve of trained manpower 
available from the last war totalling some- 
thing over four million. 


He went on: “We are checking the 
addresses of these classes of reservists to 
enable an individual call-up by the Navy 
and the Army—the R.A.F. have, through- 
‘out, been in a position to do this—instead 
of a “block ” recall by release groups; and 
also carrying out an occupational screening 
of those reservists who would be likely to be 
wanted in the first month or so of mobilisa- 
tion.” With regard to Great Britain’s part 
in the Korean war, Mr. Shinwell said: 
“The Government have authorised the 
Admiralty to retain in the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines some officers and men whose 
service would otherwise shortly expire and 
to recall a certain number of naval and 
marine officers on the Retired and Emergency 
List ‘and men of the Royal Fleet Reserve. .. . 
Corresponding measures will be taken for 
the Army and the R.A.F. if the situation 
should develop in such a way as to render 
¢hem necessary.” 


In view of the importance of the building 
industry with regard to Britain’s huge build- 
ing ._programme, a statement as to how these 
measures will affect members of the industry 
would be welcomed. 
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NATIONALISATION 
Possible Effect on the Building Industry 


J) JSBELIEF that the atmosphere and spirit 

of service and co-operation existing in 
the building industry could be maintained if 
the industry—with its 125,000 firms and mil- 
lion or more of operatives—were to be 
brought under the operations of a vast State 
machine was expressed by Mr. G. H. A. 
Huaues, F.R.I.C.S., F.1.Arb. (Director, Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association), in an 
address given on July 26 to the Hackney 
and District Chamber of Commerce. 


The operatives held a conference last year, 
said Mr. Hughes, when they instructed their 
executives to prepare and submit proposals 
for nationalisation to the 1950 conference. 
In the meantime, however, certain import- 
ant things happened. The first was the pub- 
lication of the Working Party’s Report. The 
Working Party consisted, in its personnel, of 
representatives of all sides of the industry, 
including the employers, the operatives, the 
specialists and sub-contractors, and the pro- 
fessions. The operatives’ representatives 
were Sir Luke Fawcett, the President, and 
Mr. Richard Coppock, the Secretary of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives. That report, which was unani- 
mous and with no minority qualification, 
expressed itself as being satisfied with the 
existing layout of the industry. It did not 
even mention the word “ nationalisation,” 
and it deprecated any idea of a development 
council for the industry. 

Somewhere about the same time there 
was also published the Report of the Build- 
ing Industries Productivity Team which 
visited America to examine the building 
industry over there, and again the operatives 
were represented in that team and were sig- 
natories to a second unanimous report. That 
report found, amongst other things, that the 
make-up of the industry, in regard to size 
of firms and operatives employed, was very 
similar in the States to that in this country 
and some stress was laid upon the efficiency 
of the American construction industry. 
“Now suddenly, in spite of all this,” said 
Mr. Hughes, “we have a recommendation 
submitted to the Operatives’ Conference, at 
Ayr, going all out for nationalisation of the 
industry in this country and, amongst its 
principal signatories are the President and 
the General Secretary of the Operatives’ 
Federation, who, only a few months before, 
had signed the Working Party’s Report. 
This position does not seem to us to make 
any sense and it perhaps accounts for the 
extraordinary nature of the proposals made 
to the Ayr Conference.” 


The Main Proposals. 


The whole of the operatives’ document 
and proposals (continued the speaker) were 
based on the assumption that it was ineffic- 
ient to have 125,000 firms in the industry, 
and without accepting that assumption there 
would be no proposals to follow. In the 
light of that fundamental assumption it was 
particularly remarkable to note that the pri- 
mary proposal was to nationalise only 
those firms employing more than 20 men. 
This would mean taking over some 9,000 
firms, covering some 670,000 operatives, and 
would leave free from nationalisation some 
115,000 firms employing nearly 300,000 men. 
Thus, from the very start, the scheme would 
do practically nothing to achieve the reduc- 
tion in the number of firms which the opera- 
tives regarded as justifying nationalisation. 
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That aspect had been very carefully exam- 
ined. It seemed to leave only one possible 
conclusion, namely, that it would be either 
impossible, or undesirable, to nationalise 
work which was generally that of repair and 
maintenance, for that, in the main was what 
those firms and those operatives were 
engaged upon. It was not, of course, entirely 
so, because a considerable number of the 
small firms carry out minor building works, 
such as small extensions and alterations to 
houses, offices, factories and the like. Also, 
in the days when they were permitted to do 
so, and which we hoped would come again 
before very long, very large numbers of 
those firms always kept at hand a small 
estate on which they built houses for sale 
or for letting, and to which they could turn 
their operatives when their normal work 
temporarily fell off. In that way continuity 
of employment for the operatives was main- 
tained. In addition it provided an excellent 
opportunity for the continued training of 
apprentices, whilst the family or team spirit, 
which was such an essential feature of the 
building industry, was continually main- 
tained. 


The Place of the Jobbing Builder. 


“On further examination of the opera- 
tives’ proposals, however, this cannot be the 
reason,” said Mr. Hughes. “They go on 
later in the report to suggest, without ex- 
plaining how, that the general wages and 
conditions of the nationalised section of the 
industry would so far and so _ rapidly 
improve that before very long the 300,000 
excluded operatives would find their way into 
the nationalised service. If this were so, 
then it must mean that the country will be 
able to do without men for repair and main- 
tenance and all these smaller works. But 
will it in fact be so? Has the history of the 
nationalised industries so far shown any 
marked improvement in the satisfaction of 
the operatives in their wages and conditions 
of service? Has there been closer co-opera- 
tion and mutual understanding between 
employer and employed? Has there been 
any greater freedom from industrial disputes, 
or has, in fact, the reverse applied? It 
might well be that the drift would prove 
to: be the other way and we should then be 
left with a vast nationalised machine, with 
a rapidly diminishing number of operatives 
employed in it. 

“We are living in an age of full employ- 
ment and we sometimes tend to forget that 
full employment means less mobility of 
labour, for labour will not normally travel 
distances to work if it can obtain work 
nearer its home. The building industry 
depends in large measure upon a consider- 
able degree of mobility of labour and it 
would be quite impossible for a nationalised 
building industry to keep itself efficient and 
its jobs staffed, without such considerable 
mobility of labour. Would, therefore, direc- 
tion of labour have to be the ultimate 
answer?” 


The family and team spirit should again 
be emphasised as being a remarkably essen- 
tial feature of the building industry, 
probably to a far greater extent than any 
other of our great industries. There were 
firms whose names were household words 
and large numbers of firms whose names 
were probably hardly known, except in 
their own localities, which had come down 
from father to son, through many genera- 
tions. With them had travelled by the same 
road the operatives employed by _ those 
firms, who brought their sons into the old 
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establishment, and thus the family spirit was 
so richly inculcated and fostered. That 
factor, comb’ned with the excellence of the 
joint industrial machinery, had left the in- 
dustry with a record of which all in it were 
justly proud, in being so far ahead of many 
of the other major male-employing indus- 
tries, in freedom from industrial disputes. 
One had to go back well over 25 years 
before one found any record of a major 
upheaval by way of strikes in the building 
trade. Thus we had an atmosphere built 
up within the industry which must be of 
jnestimable value to every man or woman 
who wanted any building work done. The 
facts in other industries so far did not 
seem to indicate that such an atmosphere 
could be maintained if nationalisation were 
introduced. 


An Alternative Proposal. 


“The operatives’ proposals, of course, 
do not by any means stop there,” said Mr. 
Hughes. “If this scheme be thought im- 
practicable, then their alternative is to do 
it in another way, namely, by making the 
State the only party with whom a building 
firm can contract for work. Unless, of 
course, you leave out all your maintenance 
and repair work, which, as I hope I have 
proved, makes nonsense of the whole thing, 
it would accordingly mean under this second 
proposal that if anyone of you wanted a 
tap rewashered, or a sash-cord renewed, or 
any of the little services for which you so 
often call upon the jobbing builder, the 
builder could only do this work at the order 
of a Government Department. The 
proposal is not worked out in detail but, 
based on experience, one can only imagine 
that a form, or probably several forms, 
would have to be filled up by you and, 
whilst the ponderous machine of bureau- 
cracy was receiving your form, ‘ considering 
it,, passing it ‘ through the usual channels,’ 
and carrying out all the other paraphernalia 
of procedure that has become, alas, so 
familiar to us before your builder could 
be instructed, your tap would go on leak- 
ing and your window would go on letting 
in the weather. Surely it is personal service 
you require in the circumstances and not 
the setting up of a Committee to consider 
what you may have and when and how. 


“One had thought that the operatives 
had set their faces against monopolies, of 
which we hear a good deal from them from 
time to time. Yet here they are, in the 
matter which affects not only their liveli- 
hood as workers but their own personal 
affairs and accommodation, too, suggesting 
the setting up of an even greater monopoly. 
It used to be said that, when you ordered 
a Ford car, you could have any colour you 
liked, provided you asked for black, and 
it is not difficult to see something of that 
atmosphere in your own building work of 
the future if you allow the industry to be 
nationalised. It is not in any way decrying 
the excellent work which civil servants in 
their various grades carry out, when I say 
that a machine of that size is too vast for 
the conduct of such personal affairs. In such 
a scheme there would have to be a very 
extended amount of decentralisation, in 
fact, the operatives’ proposals specify this. 
As your State machine becomes larger and 
more decentralised, so you must have more 
and more worthy individuals with respon- 
sibility but without authority. Therein 
at once lies the trouble as we well know 
to-day and the wheels of industry become 
clogged with the grit of those who, anxious 
@s they may be personally to help, can only 
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say ‘Thou shalt not’—until some higher 
authority can give the necessary sanction. 
Do we not at present suffer from a surfeit 
of those holding responsibility who can only 
say ‘ Thou shalt not,’ whereas we need more 
of those in authority who can and will say 
that we can get on with the job?” 


Nationalising the Industry’s Materials. 


Mr. Hughes continued: “ Even as far as I 
have gone, however, is not really the end 
of the nationalisation story. The opera- 
tives’ proposals state quite categorically that 
a prerequisite for nationalising the industry 
is the nationalisation of building materials 
and all merchandising, for it seems a useless 
procedure, they say, for the State to take 
over the handling of materials so vital to 
industry if the manufacture and distribution 
of those materials remain in private hands. 
So you see where we should be going. Not 
only should we nationalise cement but also 
the production of all other building mate- 
rials of all kinds. Bricks, paint, timber, 
wallpaper, electrical apparatus and equip- 
ment, metals (I quote from the document 
itself}—and all these are described as being 
amenable to public ownership. As _ the 
operatives include merchandising in this 
category, it is not only the production of 
those articles but the merchants and the 
shops who handle them as well, which 
would have to come into the scheme... . 
It is not without significance that accord- 
ing to the proposals, the co-operative 
societies are to be excluded from the 
nationalisation proposals.” 

It was perhaps not without significance 
that, within a very few days of the adop- 
tion of those proposals by the Ayr Con- 
ference, the Minister of Works announced 
in the House of Commons that he proposed 
to disband the Mobile Labour Force, which 
so far was the one bit of nationalised 
building industry that had existed. 


A Drastic Alternative. 


‘““One more short word I must add upon 
the publicly expressed views of the opera- 
tives,” continued the speaker. “Their 
main conference was followed by a 
conference of the A.U.B.T.W. at which 
nationalisation was again discussed, and Sir 
Luke Fawcett is reported by the Daily 
Herald as having said that the building 
industry would be among the easiest to 
bring under public ownership. There was 
no reason to consider compensation, he said: 
all the builder had was his plant. which he 
sold or left idle if his tenders failed. In 
other words, deprive a man of his means 
of earning his living, and he and his goods 
and chattels are forced into the hands of 
the State. I wonder what the unions would 
have said if an employer had made such a 
proposal about his operatives! One can 
only hope that this comment either slipped 
out inadvertently or has been mis-reported, 
for anything further from the British way 
of life and code of moral conduct it would 
be hard to imagine. . It surely cannot repre- 
sent the serious views of those who hold 
high and responsible positions in British 
industry. ” 

Returning to the operatives’ scheme adop- 
ted by their conference, he could have 
reminded them by quotations (said the 
speaker) that no set of proposals had, for 
a long time, received such a scathing indict- 
ment as had this report from all sections 
of the Press, both. national and technical. 
The Times itself described it “as a building 
phantasy,” and concluded its leading article 
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by suggesting that if the operatives’ federa- 
tion adopted this programme it would be 
the first section of the Labour Movement 
to believe in the fairy godmother. The 
Builder, probably the most widely read of 
the technical journals, under the title of 
“A Foolish Document,” said that “a more 
inopportune, ill-conceived and badly drafted 
document ... it would be hard to find.” 


“The Industry not Complacent.” 


“Rather than quote the views of others, 
however, I would have you consider what 
I have said. My comments are made after 
having spent all my life (so far) within 
some sectivn of the building industry, first 
on the professional side and, since 1929, 
on the industrial side. I have a tremendous 
belief and faith in the power of the build- 
ing industry to render not only a personal 
service to members of the community, but 
also a very real national service to the 
country. This belief was fully justified in 
the anxious years of the last war when the 
industry made contributions which have 
been publicly acknowledged by Ministers of 
State as being a great contribution to ulti- 
mate victory. 

“I want to assure you that there is no 
sense of complacency amongst the organised 
employers—and I say this very seriously as 
one who is not a building trade employer 
himself but who serves the employers’ 
organisation administratively. We welcomed 
the setting up of the Working Party and 
we welcome its report. It has served to 
emphasise the weaknesses which exist. Whilst 
approval is registered in many directions, 
grounds for improvement are brought force- 
fully to the notice of the Government 
Departments, local authorities, architects, 
surveyors, builders and operatives alike — 
and the duty of each section is to face its 
responsibilities. This the builders are 
certainly doing, and many discussions are 
going on and steps are already being taken 
to that end. These will most certainly con- 
tinue actively.” 


SCHOOLBOYS VISIT BUILDING 
SITE , 
Building as a Career 


AT THE REQUEST of the Headmaster, Mr. 
Dudley Cox, Senior Vice-President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association and 
an old boy of the school, visited Merchant 
Taylors’ to talk to the senior boys on the 
attractions of the building industry as a 
career. His audience, some 60 strong, con- 
sisted of the three sixth forms of the school. 
As a background for his talk, Mr. Cox des- 
cribed the various stages in the evolution of 
a building from its conception as an idea 
to its ultimate occupation, and traced the 
means of entry into various sections of the 
industry. Questions followed. 

The address was followed by a visit to a 
Council school near Bushey, which Messrs. 
Y. J. Lovell and Son, Ltd., are building, and 
which is in an advanced stage of construc- 
tion. Here the boys were taken round the 
site by representatives of the firm, the genera} 
principles of the construction being explained: 
Again many questions were asked and 
answered. The firm provided tea, and at 
the end of an interesting afternoon, the Head 
Monitor of the School proposed a vote of 
thanks on behalf of the boys to Mr. Cox, 
the L.M.B.A.*and Messrs. Lovell. It was 
carried unanimously. The visit is likely to 
be repeated next year. 
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ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 
Need to Make Use of Standardisation 


"THE Ministry of Health in a circular 
(71/50), issued to local authorities, 
refer to the Report, published at the end 
of last year, of the Committee for Stan- 
dardisation of Engineering Products (His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, price 9d. net), 
whose recommendations to the Minister of 
Supply are annexed. The Government have 
accepted the Report and regard progress 
with measures of simplification and stan- 
dardisation as a matter of great national im- 
portance in which local authorities can play 
a valuable part in view of their large re- 
quirements of engineering products of many 
kinds. The co-operation of local authorities 
in adopting such measures is asked, and 
attention is drawn to the Committee’s re- 
commendations, in particular to those num- 
bered (i), (ii), (iii), (vi), (vii), (viii) and (ix). 

The circular continues: It appears to the 
Minister that the object desired may be 
achieved in two ways. The first is by a 
greater use of existing standards and the 
second by an extension of the range of 
standards. As. regards the first, local 
authorities have long been familiar with the 
advantages to be obtained from standardis- 
ing and simplifying their requirements and 
using standard specifications over the 
general field of their activities. The value 
of these principles was emphasised by the 
Reports, issued in 1934 and 1935, of the 
Committee on the Standardisation and Sim- 
plification of the Requirements of Local 
Authorities, which were brought to the 
notice of local authorities by Circulars 1411 
and 1490. Circular 1170, of January 5, 
1931, recommended the use of British Stan- 
dard Specifications, where such existed; and 
the Model Standing Orders with respect to 
Contracts, which have been issued for the 
guidance of local authorities, require that 
“Where an appropriate British Standard 
issued by the British Standards Institution is 
current at the date of the tender, every con- 
tract shall require that the goods and 
materials used in its execution shall be in 
accordance with the Standard.” The Minis- 
ter understands that provisions of this type 
have been widely adopted, but it is, never- 
theless, possible that some local authorities 
may still require the supply of engineering 
products of special types, without sufficient 
reason. 

The circular proceeds to emphasise the 
Minister’s view that British Standards should 
be used whenever they are suitable and 
available, and to suggest that any departures 
from them made at present should be spe- 
cially reviewed by the Council. Where 
there are no British Standards, specifications 
should be chosen which do not present un- 
mecessary engineering difficulties and which, 
so far as possible, correspond to normal 
practice. 

As regards the extension of the range of 
standards, the Minister is in consultation 
with the Associations of Local Authorities 
and the British Standards Institution on the 
setting up of a special committee for fur- 
thering standardisation of local authorities’ 
requirements for engineering products. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR STANDARD- 
ISATION OF ENGINEERING PRODUCTS. 


Recommendations. 


(i) In order to reduce wasteful variety the principles 
Specialisation, simplification and standardisation 


should be considered and applied whenever this is possible 
and appropriate. 
(ii) Individual firms and sections of industry, both 
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producers and users, should specialise and simplify the 
range of products which they manufacture or use as far 
as circumstances allow. 

(iii) The production of national standards of wide 
applicability should be extended and speeded up. To 
this end all sections of industry should urge forward the 
work of the B.S.I. ’ 

(iv) The general principle of voluntary agreement in 
the preparation of standards should be continued. 

(v) Simplification and standardisation in the more 
specialist fields of engineering production should be 
intensified. By agreement with the parties concerned, 
trade associations or other appropriate co-operative 
bodies should undertake the responsibility of organising 
the work in conjunction with the B.S.I., who in any event 
are responsible for integrating sectional standardisation 
with general requirements. f 

(vi) As a corollary to (v) it is also essential for similar 
groups or organisations to be selected or set up to repre- 
sent user interests in the specialised sections so that their 
requirements can be properly co-ordinated and 
considered. 

(vii) Within each firm or wider organisation dealing 
with standardisation work a senior official should be 
charged with the responsibility for all standardisation 
and simplification activities. 

(viii) Sections of industry, whether manufacturers or 
users, should not determine standards unilaterally and 
should have regard to other interests. This is particu- 
larly important in the case of industries under public 
control or other large industrial groups. 

(ix) All purchases should be to British Standards 
wherever possible. To this end the Government should 
ensure that their Departments, the nationalised industries 
and other public bodies take such action. The B.S.I. 
should, through trade associations, seek undertakings 
from industry that they will, as a matter of policy, adopt 
a similar procedure. 

(x) Individual firms should be urged to extend the 
practice of compiling standards books covering the 
standard and simplified products selected for production 
or use in their own organisations. : 

(xi) In co-operation with the B.S.I. appropriate sections 
of industry should embody in a suitable handbook all 
those national and other standards relating to the equip- 
ment it manufactures or v ses. 

(xii) Standards, whether national or of a more limited 
character, should reflect the best current practice. With 
this in view standards should be reviewed periodically. 

(xiii) If there is a considerable demand for differing 
qualities of standard products it should not be met by 
averaging, but by providing more than one standard. 

(xiv) Manufacturing industry should ensure that its 
commercial and selling policy pays due regard to the 
overall savings which accrue when production is con- 
centrated on a standardised or simplified range of 
products, 

(xv) fo encourage the use of standards and simplified 
products industry should offer such products on the most 
favourable terms in comparison with those made in 
limited quantities only. 

(xvi) The B.S.I. should strengthen and extend its staff 
and facilities so as to speed up and intensify its work. 
Consideration must be given to the provision of the 
necessary finance. as 

(xvii) The B.S.I. should take a more active part in 
initiating action for the preparation and co-ordination of 
standards. 

(xvii) [he increase visualised in standardisation and 
simplification and the changes in production methods 
which will result require an increase in the number and 
quality of technical staff. Education authorities and 
industry itself should intensify their efforts in the training 
of suitable staff to make good the present shortage. 

(xix) Education authorities responsible for courses of 
enzineering and applied science, particularly in technical 
col eges, should include in their syllabus reference to the 
ad vantages to be gained from standardisation, simplifi- 
cat on and specialisation and the methods by which these 
can be achieved. 

(xx) The application of standardisation, simplifica- 
tion and specialisation to manufacture normally involves 
an immediate and frequently heavy expenditure. To 
encourage rapid progress in the necessary re-equipment 
the Government should consider whether it is possible 
to amend its system of taxation in this respect. 


L.M.B.A. and the Festival. 


The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has decided that a small hospitality 
committee should be formed to take care of 
foreign visitors, with introductions to the 
L.M.B.A., who would be in London during 
the Festival of Britain. 


Exhibits for 1951 Festival. 


Every manufacturer who wishes to be 
represented in the Festival of Britain, 1951, 
is urgently invited to submit details of the 
goods of which he is most proud to the 
Council of Industrial Design. The selection 
of exhibits has already started and the Coun- 
cil is anxious that none of the outstanding 
products of British industry should be over- 
looked; it cannot however guarantee that any 
submissions received after August 1 will 
be considered for exhibition. 
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BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION 
A Display for the Midlands 


BUILDING Trades Exhibition for the 
Midlands is to take place at Bingley 
Hall, Birmingham, from February 14 to 
February 24, 1951. This exhibition is pro- 
moted with the object of encouraging the 
younger generation to make a practical study 
of their trade and to learn of the opportuni- 
ties it affords to those who wish to make 
progress; to enable manufacturers to make 
direct contact with their clientele and pros- 
pective clients in an atmosphere where 
mutual problems can be discussed; and to 
enable manufacturers to display their pro- 
ducts and latest ideas. 

An extensive advertising and publicity 
campaign covering the whole of the Mid- 
lands is to be carried out and special invita- 
tions are to be issued to everyone connected 
with the building trades who lives and works 
in the Midlands. 

The Bingley Hall is well situated and well 
known all over the Midlands. The official 
standfitters are T. S. Preedy and Sons, Ltd, 
Astbury Works, Astbury-road, Peckham, 
S.E.15, Tel.: New Cross 1363; Olympia, Ltd, 
Kensington, London, W.14, Tel.: Shepherds 
Bush 5366; Driscoll Bros., Warwick-road, 
Manchester 16; William Street and Sons, 
184, Bristol-street, Birmingham, 5. 

Exhibitors may, if they so desire, erect 
their own stands or allow their own stand- 
fitters to erect them. In this case, all plans 
must be submitted to the management at 
least three weeks prior to the opening date. 
All stands must conform with the rules and 
regulations. 

The exhibition will be open from 11 a.m. 
to 8.30 p.m. daily. Price of admission will 
be 1s. 6d. Complimentary tickets will be 
charged at the rate of 9d. each to the exhi- 
bitors. Official passes will be supplied free 
to exhibitors, their assistants and workmen. 
Full particulars, together with plans and 
application forms, can be obtained from the 
organisers, Herbert Daniel Exhibitions, Ltd., 
15, Dover-street, London, W.1. 


MODEL ENGINEER EXHIBITION 
A D.S.LR. Display 


THIS YEAR, for the first time, the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research 
is taking part in the Model Engineer Exhi- 
bition (New Horticultural Hall, August 9- 
19). The exhibits will illustrate some of the 
work which is being done at a number of 
the D.S.I.R.’s stations and the part which 
models play in_ research. From _ the 
Engineering Division of the N.P.L. there 
are two exhibits, a supersonic wind tunnel 
and the micrometers used to measure the 
movement of parts of the structure of the 
Tower of London. The wind tunnel was 
first used in 1926, when it was the only one 
in this country. The micrometers have been 
measuring movement at the Tower since 
1916. It was these instruments that revealed 
recently that the quay wall of the Tower, 
which in places is 300 feet thick, is moving 
gradually away from the Thames, 

The model on show from the Fuel 
Research Station is of the Calorimeter 
Building, specially constructed for work on 
domestic heating. It consists of four cabi- 
nets, each the size of a room in a small 
house, where the performance of domestic 
appliances is measured. The heat passing 
through the walls, floor and ceiling is auto- 
matically recorded without the instruments 
affecting the performance of the appliance. 
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WAR DAMAGE CLAIMS 


Architect to Pay £1,250, Builder Sent to 
Prison 


At the end of a nine-day trial at Bir- 
mingham assizes a Birmingham archi- 
tect, Stanley Herbert Hamblin, L.R.I.B.A. 
(aged 58), formerly of Kenley House, Barnt 
Green, Warwickshire, was fined £500 and 
ordered to pay £750 towards prosecution’s 
costs, on charges of recklessly supplying 
false information to the War Damage Com- 
mission. A builder, Alfred James Harris 
(aged 48), of 64, Treherne-road, Coventry, 
was sent to prison for 12 months for frauds 
and attempted frauds against the War Dam- 
age Commission. 

The prosecution was led by Mr. Richard 
Elwes, K.C., Mr. A. P. Marshall defended 
Hamblin and Mr. A. W. M._ Davies 
defended Harris. 

Harris pleaded not guilty to a total of 
nine charges, alleging that he attempted 
to obtain, and in some cases, obtained, 
moneys from the War Damage Commission 
as payment for work which he had not, in 
fact, carried out. On two of the charges 
he was found not guilty. 

Hamblin pleaded not guilty to eight counts 
against him of supplying false information 
to the War Damage Commission in order 
to obtain payment for Harris. On four of 
these, alleging that he supplied false infor- 
mation with intent to deceive, Hamblin 
was found not guilty. 

The prosecution’s case was that Harris, 
a builder in Coventry, had been responsible 
for carrying out repairs to bomb-damaged 
property in Treherne-road and Glencoe- 
road, Coventry, but in his claims to the 
War Damage Commission for payment, he 
charged for materials which had not been 
used, and for work which had not been 
carried out. 

Hamblin, as the architect concerned in 
the repairs, signed certificates supporting 
Harris’s claim for payment, alleged the 
prosecution. 

In his defence, Harris said that he had 
litle knowledge of accounts, having left 
school when he was 124. He only took up 
work as a builder on his own account after 
being discharged with a spine injury from 
the Coventry Fire Service. 

Hamblin strongly denied signing a certi- 
ficate saying that the work was wholly com- 
pleted, when it was only partly completed. 
He had not filled up any certificate in a 
reckless fashion.. 

“Whatever payments were made by the 
War Damage Commission, I would get no 
money out of it,” he said. In forwarding 
an account to the Commission, he did not 
know they contained charges for jobs which 
had not been carried out in accordance with 
the specifications. He denied that he signed 
any documents whatever, with intent to 
defraud the Commission. 

Speaking on behalf of Hamblin, Mr. 
A. P. Marshall said: “It is a sad thing that 
after a professional career of 40 years, to- 
wards the end of the journey, he should, by 
his recklessness, have placed himself in this 
position.” 

Passing sentence, Mr. Justice Sellars said 
to Harris: “I recognise that in the results, 
through the vigilance of those responsible 
for the investigation, you have not had any 
more money than you were entitled to for 
the work you did. 

“But there is no doubt that by a deliber- 
ate course of conduct you did seek to be 
paid substantially more than you were 
¢ntitled to on two separate sets of work.” 
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To Hamblin, the Judge said: “ The jury 
have acquitted you of any intention to 
deceive. If they had not, the sentence of the 
court would have had to be a long term 
of imprisonment. 

“The jury have found that your conduct 
in signing four respective certificates was 
reckless. In those circumstances, and hav- 
ing regard to your previous good character 
and your age, the sentence of the Court need 
not, I think, be one of imprisonment. ” 


OBITUARY 


Hugh Macintosh, F.S.A. (Scot.), F.R.I.B.A. 
Mr. Hugh Macintosh, founder of the firm 
of Hugh Macintosh and Partners, chartered 
architects, of Croydon, has died at the age 
of 78, after a long illness. Mr. Macintosh 
was a Fellow of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries (Scotland). One of his 
sons, Mr. L. A. Macintosh, is in the firm, 
which will continue under its present name. 


Baxter Greig, F.R.I.B.A. 


Baxter Greig, F.R.I.B.A., whose death on 
July 7 was briefly recorded in The Builder for 
July 14, will be particularly remembered 
(writes J. D.) in connection with his period 
of office as District Surveyor for St. Mary- 
lebone. Appointed to the district of St. 
Marylebone East in 1927 and to the district 
of St. Marylebone West in addition ten years 
later, he held office until his retirement in 
1943. During these 16 years very consider- 
able rebuilding was carried out in the 
borough and many owners, architects, engin- 
eers and builders will recall the well balanced 
advice and helpful criticism which Baxter 
Greig would bring to bear on the plans sub- 
mitted to him, as well as the practical assist- 
ance afforded in overcoming constructional 
problems arising during erection. Dealing 
with the legal intricacies of the Building Acts 
delighted him and court proceedings were 
always a source of great interest. 

Born in 1878, of Scottish parentage, ne 
studied at the Architectural Association and 
the Royal Academy Schools, becoming quali- 
fied as an Associate of the R.I.B.A. in 1902 
and joining the staff of the Architects’ 
Department of the London County Council 
in the same year. After passing the quali- 
fying examdnation he was appointed District 
Surveyor for Deptford in January, 1911, 
which position he held, except for a period 
of service with the Royal Flying Corps dur- 
ing the first World War, until the appoint- 
ment to St. Marylebone in 1927. Baxter 
Greig was a member of the Council of the 
Architectural Association from 1907 to 1910, 
and Hon. Editor of the Association Journal 
1907-8. He became a member of the Dis- 
trict Surveyors’ Association in 1911—served 
as a Vice-President of the Association 1931 
to 1933 and as President in 1934 and 1935. 
He was elected a member of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers in 1925 and a Fellow 
of the R.I.B.A. in 1935. 

On the outbreak of the second World War 
in 1939 he became the officer in charge of 
the heavy rescue service in St. Maryle- 
bone and in November, 1940, was appointed 
the Group Surveyor, Group 2, in connection 
with the heavy rescue and war debris ser- 
vices, involving exacting work, carried out 
with initiative and high ability. When Bax- 
ter Greig retired the L.C.C. recorded on the 
minutes an appreciation which concluded 
with these words, “ He is an officer of out- 
standing merit whose services have been of 
great value to the Council and the people 
of London.” 
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UNLICENSED BUILDING 
Building Firm Non-suited 


HOLDING that the contract was illegal 

because the building limit of £100 had 
been exceeded, Judge Andrew non-suited 
Messrs. Flack and Thomas, Ltd., builders, of 
57, Coopers-lane, Leyton, who claimed £200 
at Bow County Court, on July 18, from Mr. 
Albert David Hall, of 387-388, High-road, 
Leyton, for work done and. materials sup- 
plied. 

Plaintiffs’ case was that war damage repairs 
to the value of £203 were done on defen- 
dant’s instructions to a house at 78, Forest- 
drive-west, Leytonstone, which defendant 
had bought in May, 1949. It was agreed 
that £100 worth of work should be done in 
the period covered by the Control of Build- 
ing Operations (No. 12), which ended June 
31, 1949, and £100 worth in the following 
period, which commenced July 1, 1949. Then 
defendant asked for additional work not 
covered by war damage and was given an 
estimate for £52 4s. 6d. The work was done, 
and defendant paid for it separately. No 
licence was obtained for any of the work. 

The defence was that the order for the 
work which was the subject of the claim 
was given by the previous owner, and alter- 
natively that the contract was illegal because 
no licence was obtained and the cost exceeded 
£100. 

Judge Andrew adjourned the action after 
hearing most of plaintiffs’ evidence on June 
30, in order to give a reserved judgment on 
the legality question. 

On Tuesday Judge Andrews said that the 
court had a duty to see that the plaintiffs 
did not recover the cost of work done in 
contravention of the law. Mr. Robert 
Thomas, a director of the company, had 
admitted quite frankly that no licence was 
applied for in respect of any of the work, 
that plaintiffs had entered into an agreement 
for £150 worth of work for June, 1949. He 
said he did this to oblige the defendant. 

Mr. E. Edwards, for the plaintiffs, said the 
judge, had submitted that the two contracts, 
one for war damage and one for private 
work, were severable. The contract to do 
war damage not exceeding £100 before 
June 30 was legal and that was the contract 
on which he was sueing. He conceded that 
the contract for the private work was illegal, 
but it had been paid for separately. He sub- 
mitted that the contract for war damage 
was legal when it was entered into and did 
not subsequently become illegal because the 
parties had entered into another contract 
which was illegal. 

Mr. G. Rees, for the defendant, had sub- 
mitted that Defence Regulation 56a was 
directed not against the entering into of con- 
tracts in excess of £100, but to the doing of 
work of a value in excess of that amount. 
That was true. If Mr. Edwards’ submission 
were correct, nothing would be easier than 
to evade the provisions of the Regulations 
by entering into a series of contracts, each 
for less than £100. If it had been possible 
to say what work was done before June 30 
and what work after, it might have been 
possible to effect a severance and allow the 
plaintiffs, assuming defendant to be liable, 
to recover for the work done in the second 
period. But piaintifis had been unable to 
help him in that matter. 

Plaintiffs were non-suited and defendant 
was awarded costs on Scale C from the date 
of remission from the High Court, with High 
Court costs before that. 
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AMENDMENTS TO D.R. 56A 


Manpower Committee's Recommendations 


[8 a circular (75/50), issued to all local 
authorities, the Ministry of Health 
refers to Circular 47/50 of April 17, 1950, 
and states that, following further recom- 
mendations made by the Local Government 
Manpower Committee, the Government have 
decided to change and simplify the proce- 
dure by which local authorities are required 
to obtain an authorisation under Defence 
Regulation 56A_ before undertaking any 
building work to which the Regulation 
applies. 

The circular continues: Much of the 
work at present carried out by local authori- 
ties is work in respect of which a Govern- 
ment Department has agreed to defray the 
whole or part of the cost, and this is ex- 
empted from the necessity of obtaining 
authorisation. In future, exemption from 
the operation of the Regulation will also 
apply to schemes approved for the purposes 
of loan sanction by a Government Depart- 
ment, either as part of a block sanction on 
an annual programme, or as a single sanc- 
tion to an individual scheme or group of 
schemes. An Order, The Defence Regula- 
tions (No. 6) Order, 1950, of which Article 
1 gives effect to this change has now been 
made. The Order came into operation on 
August 1. 

The Local Government Manpower Com- 
mittee also recommended that where, as 
regards a number of functions, the Minis- 
ter charged with the duty of authorising 
building work under Defence Regulation 
56A is not in other respects the responsible 
Minister, the Sixth Schedule to the Defence 
(General) Regulations, 1939, should be 
amended so as to specify as the authorising 
authority the Minister concerned with the 
discharge by local authorities of those 
functions. 

These changes have been made in Article 
3 of the Order. Local authorities should 
now no longer look to the Minister of Health 
for authorising such work as is indicated in 
the Article in reference to paragraphs 10-14 
of Part I of the Sixth Schedule, but should 
make application to the appropriate Minis- 
ter. 


EXEMPTIONS FROM 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGE 


Effect of New Regulations 


N June 13 last it was announced that 

new Regulations were to be laid before 
Parliament exempting certain classes of 
development from development charge. 
These Regulations, the Town and Country 
Planning (Development Charge Exemp- 
tions) Regulations, 1950 (S.I. 1950, No. 1233), 
have now been approved, and replace the 
previous Exemption Regulations (S.I. 1948, 
No, 1188). It is to be noted that the Regu- 
lations refer to the new Town and Country 
Planning (Use Classes) Order, 1950 (S.I. 1950, 
No. 1131), which came into operation on July 
21 last, and revoked the previous Use Classes 
Order (S.I. 1948, No. 954). 

Paragraph 1 of the Schedule to the Regu- 
lations extends from 1,750 cubic feet to 
7,500 cubic feet the maximum amount by 
which a dwelling house may be enlarged, or 
enlarged on rebuilding, free of charge. The 
paragraph also provides that any building 
which has been enlarged by more than the 
exempted amount (the appropriate develop- 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Appointment. 

Holborn B.C. have appointed Mr. J. | 
Timbers, A.M.I.C.E., to the post of Deputy 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor. 


ment charge being paid) can be rebuilt as so 

enlarged without charge. 

Paragraph 2 exempts the lateral conver- 
sion into flats of not more than three adja- 
cent dwelling houses erected before July 1, 

1948. This provision includes the conver- 
sion of an individual house into flats (which 
was previously exempt) and extends to 
houses under requisition on July 1, 1948, 
and to war-damaged houses subject to a 
cost-of-works payment. 

Paragraph 3 exempts various changes of 
use, mainly between classes specified in the 
new Use Clases Order, as follows:— 

Sub-paragraph (1): The -use of part of 
a dwelling house as a shop. (This exemp- 
tion is limited to 200 square feet of floor 
space, and the shop must be carried on 
by a person living in the house.) 

Sub-paragraph (2): The use of a dwell- 
ing house which was in existence on July 
1, 1948, as one of a variety of institu- 
tional and other uses, for example, a 
church hall, home for old people, clinic, 
hospital, nursing home or social centre. 

Sub-paragraph (3): The use of a shop 
as an Office, and vice-versa. 

Sub-paragraph (5): Exempts changes of 
use between any of the special industrial 
classes. 

Sub-paragraph (6): Is similar to Class 
7(4) of the 1948 Regulations, but the range 
of uses has been altered. 

Paragraph 5 exempts conversions of and 
improvements to houses, and conversions of 
other buildings to dwellings approved under 
Part II of the Housing Act, 1949. This 
exemption was announced during the pas- 
sage of the Housing Bill. 


Waterproofing Nissen Huts. 

Leyton B.C. have accepted a tender 
£17,182 for waterproofing and insulation of 
200 Nissen-type hutments erected at Whipp; 
Cross, Church-road and Oliver-road. 


Wilful Damage on Housing Estate. 

On one small housing estate at St. Helen; 
more than. £2,000 worth of damage has been 
done recently, and progress is being ham: 
pered by children smashing bricks and 
removing putty from windows newly put in, 
During the last holiday week-end 124 win. 
dows were broken in eight blocks of houses, 


C.L.B. Compulsory Purchase Orders. 


The Central Land Board have made com- 
pulsory purchase orders in respect of plots 
of land at Southend-lane, Sydenham, owned 
by Miss Winifride A. Hanily; and at Sandy. 
lane, Romiley, Cheshire, owned by Mr, 
Walter Travis. Of the 18 compulsory pur 
chase orders the Board have now made, these 
are the first in the County of London and 
in Cheshire. 


Lord Silkin Joins L.M.B.A. 

Baron Silkin of Dulwich, formerly Mr, 
Lewis Silkin, M.P., Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, has become a member 
of the London Master Builders’ Association. 
He recently accepted the chairmanship of 
Messrs. Myton, Ltd., which joined the 
L.M.B.A. in 1947, on the affiliation of the 
National Federation of Registered House 
Builders. 


Packaging for Canadian Markets. 

A report, “Packaging Consumer Goods 
for the Canadian Market,” has been prepared 
by the British Export Trade Research 
Organisation and is obtainable, price 3s, 
from H.M. Stationery Office. Although the 
product groups examined do not include 


L.M.B.A. Area Speech. 


In a report in our issue for July 21 of 
Mr. Costain’s speech at the L.M.B.A.’s Cen- 
tral Area No. 5, the name of the chairman 
was wrongly given as Mr. T. T. Brown. It 
should, of course, have been Mr. E. G. S. 
Buchanan, this year’s Area Chairman. Mr. 
Buchanan is the son of Mr. G. W. Buchanan, 
Hon. Treasurer of the National Federation. 








building materials, the general lessons to be 
learnt as to Canadian preferences in packag- 
ing have a general application, and exporters 
of certain building materials and small 
equipment and tools will find in it much of 
interest. 





Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 


Building Firm’s News Sheet. 

We have recently received from James 
Longley and Co., Ltd., a copy of their News 
Sheet for July, 1950. This must surely be 
a paper which is widely read throughout 
the firm’s staff as it contains items of inter- 
est to the entire industry as well as other 
topics both of serious and a light-hearted 
nature which are of particular interest to 
the firm alone. Its contents are as widely 
divergent as a summary of the Working 
Party Report and a brief notice to the effect 
that the family of one employee has been 
extended by one bonny boy. There are 
also other amusing references to little things 
that happen which are not usually recorded. 

Mr. Norman Longley, in an_ editorial, 
expresses the view that many of the prob- 
lems in the industry can only be solved by 
better general and technical education. He 
goes on to say that improvement can only 
be brought about by improvement in the 
individuals in the industry and by seeing 
that new entrants are trained properly for 
the part they are to play. This, he con- 
siders, refers to operatives, supervisors, 
managers, surveyors and architects. 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. 
for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by imquiry. 


BRICKS, Etc. 


te eS 
First Hard Stocks... est ‘es i, SS 
Second Hard Stocks ie 815 0 
Mild Stocks 710 0 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 


of haulage is still very difficult.and prices must be | 


obtained from job to job. 
At Maiden To Sites in West 


2%-in. Nominal Lane Stn., Central District 
Phorpres Bricks. per 1,000 per 1, 
s. s. d 
Commons 78 0 90 0 
Cellular (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) 4 0 
Keyed. 80 0 0 
Cellular Key ed (No del. at present pe Stns. 93 0 
Rustics 98 110 0 


Cellular Rustics(No del.at —— Lon Stns.) 110 : 
98 


Single Bullnose ... 110 
Sandfaced co 108 0 120 0 
Cortex Facing Brick... 93 (0 105 0 4 
& 6 a: 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) ... 19 10 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) sce ae 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) = 17 18 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 812 6 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) 616 0 


Best Stourbridge Fire aig (London Stns. ): — 


£ d. 

24 in. on ae ti 3 3 in. 21-20 
Giazep Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 324 
per cent. for Best, and 274 per cent. for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers ... 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 Oneside &twoends 5410 0 
Headers 39 10 O Twosides & oneend 56 0 O 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
& 44 in. FlatsSO 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1, 


PARTITION SLABS. 


Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLiow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 


w 
a. 






Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s d. 
Br FA GED: FES FOR ocvcce ce csesosessccacccese ee 
| iran | ae ae 3 6 
- i _ Sa +2 
42° g cavity) per yd. sup. 80 yds. ... 53 

) Peas oF auateseunacand 5-8 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2” peryd. sup. ... 29 A ails yd. -: 3: > 
23” ae ae P a. 3 49 
CRANHAM TERRA aan 
Size 12 x 8% x 2” keyed per yd. super 3 
eS ba SS ra 6 
SS I er 2 
Size 12 x 83 x 4}” 3 

Half blocks add 2s. per yard super toa 
HeMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
ERRORS  cesess : Te PxOES  ... 4-2 
i) a) one 3 6 IZz9Ke” 1. 410 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 
both sides. 

STONE. 

BaTH STONE— s. d. 
IR IIIIIE ois scenbnsimeumnenetanscenndiainiint xe 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 6 7 
Delivered in railway trucks at 

Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 

average, delivered in railway trucks at 

DN tS, SS. PREV... csc cscccssasccsees per ft.cube 

Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 

over 20 ft. average and }d. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 

Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. lopg and not 

oe oe, ere ver ft. cube 2. 

Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 

Sft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 
NEES MINE nedtnciontiganahe<dysiesonesis 47 

York StTone, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


6 44 


2 
N 





Be NEED: pone cvancsnenssoncsssed per ft.super 10 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto - ll 6 
3in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

MURININEED «cst cennwapespancansndss a ng 49 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 

(random sizes) (paving) ‘ y ae 
1} in. to 2in. ditto ......... E 2 44 

Harp YorK— 


Delivered at any Goods Station, London 


CEMENT. 


| In non-returnable paper bags charged at 
9/6 net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 
in lots of less than 1 ton. 

In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 9/6 
per ton. 

In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots of less than 1 ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack. 

“ Ferrocrete’’ Rapid Hardening Cement 


at 6-ton loads and upwards site ............ a 31 
IPN ONO ics inc cccraccsdescdsdcdsusensess 3 16 
In paper bags 9/6 per ton extra. 
“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle”’ 
prices. In paper bags, 9/6 per ton extra. 
Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete”’ in 6-ton 
MOOD sic sam cedoenssaecaneqeessrcanvervensanvseasveste 5 6 
In paper bags, 9/6 per ton extra. 
Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 172/— to 396/— per ton 
(including paper bags 
“* Snowcrete ’” White P Portland Cement dn 
ECE PADEL BOGE) oc ccc cncavicdscoscccscsacecocsss 11 15 
MSUEE NODE EON. 5. cncccenscsyecsnssencsaats percwt. 0 14 
“417”? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 


Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 
EMU NID vac usher pecunesscscasacsoentesenescts 47 
In paper bags 9/6 per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 











Scrappled random blocks per ft.cube 14 4 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

oe ee per ft. super 10 41 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto bees 12 9 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

SIZES) wavnneeessensereereeseneees 6 il 
BR “GMO GRO an. cckeccbtiens a 
2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 20 9 


rd per ton above Portiand Cement, plus 
ags. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 17s. Od. to 


9 10 
(i-ton lots and upwards, including cost 
of paper bags). 
Ciment Fondu. High aluminous cement, 
one ton lots and up 226/6 ton. Paper bags 
9/6 ton. 
£ £ s. 
Parian Cement 8 6 $ Keen’s Cement, White8 6 
Pink 1 
PLASTER. 
£ad gs 
Coarse, Pink 511 9 Sirapite Coarse $15 
- hite 519 9 Finish 6 3 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime 
inc. bags 6- 6-ton lots ........+ 4 
tonlots ... 51 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots yo a ee ee 4 1 
Hair, per cwt.. 44 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. Od. -» 6- 


lots at railway depot. 


35 0 
240-6 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard aged 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. £ d. 
6-ton loads and upwards site ......... per ton 
00) COE IG isn d8i tes ATTedzenctsccdescsesdsoc<s 


oo 


wa 


6 First quality slates from Penrhyn or 


an 








=| SI 








A NEW PARQUET FLOOR 
“THE 

WINDSOR 

FLOOR“ 


Patent Number 544228 
@ SEASONED OAK 


e CHEAPER THAN ANY 
OTHER HARDWOOD FLOOR 


e AVAILABLE NOW 


SOLE AGENTS: 
ONSITE FLOORING CO. 
12, WIGMORE PLACE, LONDON, W.1 


LANGHAM 2256 








Prices 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 
Plaster (Gypsum) Boards, 3in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery 1/8 sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 12 ft., 
600 yds. and over in one delivery, 1/11 sq 
Carriage paid to site. 


SAND. 
D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn hr 


_ 9 p 










St. Pancras. d. 
PM ICATIROE bc 858s caads dsc dovavedcc per yd. 15 9 
Pit Ballast......... o me 16 0 
Pit Sand ... se a 15 2 
WashediSand’ =... <i. joc ocskce os 17 0 
2 in. shingle ............. Seredsenvs 4 15 2 
2 in. Broken Brick 17 6 
IY CREO ncaa cas cess satsa sexta tes tcds 4 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
Of TOG Nees Thain G IONS. 0.5 .oscccscecssssckexces Per 1,000 
6 f.o.r. London 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ 5. d, 
Staffordshire districts ............ » 1000 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto .. 11 17 6 
Ornamental ditto ...........-.... 1210 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ..... 019 7 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ...... 0 18 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility, 


SLATES. 

Portmadoc 

carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 

Per 1,000 actual £ ad. 
by 12 71 00 








46 6 
Nore: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility, 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
eee > age 


S.D. Bis Cocks CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
Zin. 72/9 in. 108/- per doz. 
ToiLet Bis Cocks For IRON. 

4 in. 114/— } in. 171/- per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 





tin. ;& in. 1 in. 1} in. 14 in, 2 in. 
72/~ 111/- — 312/- 468/- 840/- per doz. 
_S.D.S. Cocks with Two UNIONS ey Leab. 

+in. jin. 1 in. pes in. gan im 2h. 

102/— 150/— 312/- 1056/— per doz. 
. DousLE NUT rag iy “Screws. 

4+in. Zin. 1 in. 1} in. 1} in. 2 in. 

17/—-  20/-  36/—  68/— ~ 108/— = 140/— per doz. 


| HEAVY CROYDON BALL VALVES. 

| din. 2 in. 1 in. 1} in 1} in. 

150/- _263/- -_-394/- 570/— per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 


| Ijin. t4in. 2in. 3in. 3hin. § 4in. 



























23/6 33/- 41/—- 79/- 107/-  139/- per doz 
Brass SLEEVES. 
14in. 2in. 3in. 3hin. 4in. 
29/- 36/— 67/— 77/—  101/- per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS 
1} x 6 lb. 14 x 6 lb. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. 76/- 95/- 165/— 235/— per doz. 
Lead S. 90/- 118/- 190/- 305/- per doz. 
SoLpeR.—Plumbers’ 3/-, Tinmen’s 3/8, Blow pipe 
3/9 per Ib. 
Copper Tubes ......... 1/9} per Ib. Basis. 
Brass Tubes ............ 1/72 per Ib. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 
£a¢ 
Best Scotch Glue pertcwt. 4 9 9? 
NRE ca cinciak cs genceccstatesce 28 Ib. 200 
VARNISHES, Etc. 
Per gallon 
CA WRT sos ion sevaregccsccoss<psave Outside i 0 
Fine do. < cag “ 19 0 
Fine Copal . 112.8 
Pale Copal a LS 2 
Floor Varnish ... Inside 119 0 
Fine Pale Paper ... 1135 0 
Hard Drying Oak ............. 16 0 
Fine Hard Drying Oak 110 0 
Fine Copal Varnish ....... 112 0 
t Dn” gaan tie ce 
Best Japan Gold Size 14 9 
Best Black Japan......... ee 
EE coc ccnshexnssexdenssapantshonens 1 vu O 
Berlin Black ....... 1 6 OU 
PRU TIED cise sdecncscnscenccsveseneie 116 0 
French and Brush Polish ................. a 1 sv 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ........... | 0 
* The information given on these pages h 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is 
The aim in this list is to give, as far ¢ 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the hig'125t 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously aifect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by thos: 
| who make use of this information, Pr.ces are sudject 


| to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 





PAINTS, Etc. 

€a &@ 

Raw Least Oil (5 ta ... per gallon 16 6 
Boiled Li Oil ( ne 16 11 
Genuine Whee Lead 5 oy Ss) cw. 7 5 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint (ins free) gail 2 7 0 
MII OU LORE cc cccheccoscesccciceces cwt. 7 5 O 
Putty (free packages) a3. 3 
Size XD quality.............:scceseereeeseees 8 0 
Turpentine pc can be obtained and prices 


vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 


Josts, GIRDERS, &c., TO LONDON STATION. 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted................00008 
Plain Compound Girders .... as 

Stanchions . 


PER TON 
£34 0 





in Roof Work 
Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


op * STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 














d. Diameter. & s..¢. 
0 ti BOE sececnas 28 18 0 
8 0 fin. to2jin.28 3 0 
aexsadens 2 is 0 
W.IL. TUBES. 
TuBES AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class ‘ List price, less "it per cent. 
ae 3 Net. 
Black, ,, <A ‘ less 33 és 
a on) ee ‘ » 224 o 
zs cG pe 15 
G1. Hatr-Rounp Gutters.—London Prices ex- 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
2/6 2/2 7d. 
7d. 
1/- 
1/2 
1/4 
9d. 
1/- 
1/2 | 
1/4 
1/6 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
Angles. 
2 in. 2/8 3/11 
24 in. 3/1 4/8 
3 in. 3/10 5/8 
34 in. 4/6 6/7 
4 in. 5/5 7/il 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


LC.C. Coatep Som: Prees.—London Prices, ex-stock. 








9 ion in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches. 
a4 6/2 4/8 5/8 
6/5 5/3 7/- 
7/2 5/ 8/6 
8/- 7/- 9/9 
9/2 7/il 11/5 
L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN Pipe. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
4in. ae ee 4 16/8 11/8 20/5 
6in. ao 4 24/11 24/2 41/11 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
Irnon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant x s & 
sot arent on cisitawstananadedarsanesarietea 5 0 
Inox —Siatiordshire Marked Bars 33 0 0 
MNISINED,  ccccsccsasdatssaccssapebs 25 15:6 
NO 5 ons savans sien scceccacesnditaund a 3.8 


Ex-Merchant’s Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots. 


Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £ s. 
20-gange 32 5 0 
pee sa 33 10 O 
26-gauge 34 10 0 





Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
43 





2 
45 2 6 

47 17 

242 46 2 
6 
SMM No ccsahbesetcecesesccencssdeceiesiecece 48 17 6 
Per ton 

s. 
Cat Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots ......... 41 15 .0 

ALL Net. 


MeTaL WinpDows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 
990. Prices on application. British Metal Window 
Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 





| Stationery Office, York House, 


THE BUILQER 
LEAD, Etc. 

Per ton. 

(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) £4... & 

Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 Ib. on debate 114 0 0 

Pipe in coils 0 

Soil pipe ..... 0 
Compo pipe 





Nors.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton, £76 0s. Od. Buyers 
pay carriage. 








GLASS. 

SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. Super. 

d. 

Dri issn ousniteiceingnideddieadsaakeameainete 4} 

a Se 

7t 

ides eevee dieaaeianea 93 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 


Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
I I, FI. icenceaivinsduecisecetcncacdacs 7k 
Rough cast, 3/16 in... 8} 
WUGNNND CURE. SIME, SoS veccetccaceaceisacanns 8t 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white 7k 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted . 104 


pe ee eee 6 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, 4 in. thick 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast doubie 
rolled. Per ft. 


Wire cast, } in. thick 
Georgian Wired Cast 
HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. 






s. € 
2 6 each net. 
10 





P.B. 2—53 in. x 5} in. x 33 in. 

P.B. 3—7} in. x 7} in. x 3% in. 3 o 
P.B. 32—7} in. x 7? in. x 33 in. 3 10 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— 

P.B. 2 4 6 

P.B. 6 0 : 
P.B. 6 0 

TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 


HARDWOODS. 


Home GROWN TIMBER PrRIcES.—Sze Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 

IMPORTED SoFTwoops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price Is. 1d. 

ImporRTED HARDWOODS PRICE.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price 1s. 1d. net. 

Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
, Serees W.C.2. 

















PRECAST HOLLOW CONCRETE 


FLOOR BEAMS 





FOR GREAT STRENGTH 
EASY AND RAPID ERECTION 


Particulars and Prices from— 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD., CROFT, Near LEICESTER 


Telephone: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3 
London Office: 7, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
Telephone: Abbey 4802 
Branch Office: 


WEST BANK, WIDNES. Telephone: WIDNES 2656-7 
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TRADE NEWS 


Builders Organised by Radio. 

Two-way radio has recently been used in 
London to explore a maze of chimneys serv- 
ing one of London’s largest blocks of flats. 
“Walkie-talkies” supplied by Marconi’s Wire- 
less Telegraph Co., Ltd., enabled two super- 
visors, one on the roof and another visiting 
each flat in turn, to keep in constant com- 
munication. Over 200 chimneys on this 
block have to be rebuilt and, in order to 
avoid damage inside flats caused by falling 
debris and soot, the building contractors 





radio can 
be used in connection with building work. 


An example of how ‘‘ walkie-talkie ”’ 


(Frederick Parker of Kensington, Ltd.) have 
decided to block the connecting fireplace as 
each chimney is rebuilt. Before this can 
be done it is necessary to “plot” each 
chimney to its connecting fireplace. This is 
being done by dropping a loaded line from 
the roof and finding which fireplace it arrives 
at. To avoid countless journeys from flats 
to roof V.H.F. radio was used and, as a line 
was traced, the room and flat numbers were 
transmitted to the roof, where the chimney 
pot was marked. 

This new application of radio is un- 
doubtedly a great success, saving not only 
much labour (travelling backwards and for- 
wards between flats and roof to report each 
chimney) but also cutting the time factor 
to a fraction of what it was previously. 


Booklet on Timber Firm’s Activities. 


Calders, Ltd., Eros House, 29/31, Regent- 
street, London, S.W.1, have recently issued 
a very well produced booklet which has been 
compiled to give a brief insight into their 
various activities in this country’s timber 
industry. 


British Embassy, Rio. 


In connection with the illustrated article 
on the new British Embassy building at Rio 
de Janeiro which appeared in our July 21 
issue, we have since been informed by Inter- 
national Paints, Ltd., Grosvenor-gardens, 
S.W.1, that their Brazilian company, S.A. 
Composicoes International, supplied Lago- 
matt flat oil paint for the interior decoration 
of the building. 
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The Scottish Builder 


Edinburgh’s Contribution to Festival 


S the capital’s contribution to the 1951 
wr Festival of Britain, an exhibition of 
Scottish architecture and crafts will be held 
in Edinburgh. Exhibits worth approximately 
half a million pounds will be on view next 
summer. Preliminary proposals for this 
comprehensive exhibition of Scottish crafts 
were outlined at a Press conference in Glas- 
gow under the chairmanship of Mr. R. A. 
Maclean, chairman of the joint committee 
which is organising the exhibition. 

Mr. John Noble (Ardkinglas), chairman 
of the sub-committee which will be respon- 
sible for choosing examples of contemporary 
craftsmanship, covering the past 100 years, 
stated that there were plenty of fine examples 
of Scottish craftsmanship to be found. 
“Craftsmanship is not dying out,” he 
declared, “although it is, perhaps, rather 
submerged.” 


The exhibition is expected to run from the 
beginning of July, 1951, to the middle of 
September. The vice-chairman to Mr. 
Maclean on the committee organising the 
exhibition is Sir Frank Mears, past-president 
of the Royal Scottish Academy, and they 
will have the assistance of a representative 
committee, sub-divided to concentrate on 
architectural material, traditional crafts, and 
contemporary crafts. 


The exhibition theme is being written by 
Mr. George Scott-Moncrieff, and the exhibi- 
tion will be designed by the brothers Robert 
and Roger Nicholson in consultation with a 
Scottish architect to be nominated by the 
Scottish Architectural Advisory Panel, the 
chairman of which is Sir Frank Mears. 


While little public assistance will be needed 
in finding the exhibits of traditional crafts, 
it is hoped that families possessing good 
examples of Scottish craftsmanship produced 
since 1851 will offer them on loan to the 
exhibition. The combination of architecture 
and crafts will enable the exhibition’s 
designers to show crafts exhibits against the 
architectural background of their period. 


Planning Problems in Fife 


A BROAD reconsideration of the plans 
«™ for developing Fife County following a 
revised estimate of the number of miners 
needed in the county over the next 25 years, 
was discussed at a meeting held in St. 
Andrew’s House, on July 28, between the 
Rt. Hon. Hector McNeil, M.P., Secretary 
of State for Scotland, and representatives of 
the planning authorities of Fife County, the 
Scottish Council (Development and Industry), 
the National Coal Board and the Govern- 
ment Departments concerned. It was decided 
that detailed discussions should begin in the 
next few weeks. 


The Secretary of State said that in their 
revised programme the Coal Board had con- 
siderably reduced their estimated manpower 
requirements and had changed the pace of 
their operations in the different areas. 


This would have several important conse- 
quences. There would be a heavy run down 
of mining in Central Fife which would bring 
about a movement of population from that 
area into the expanding mining area. During 
the next 25 years East and West Fife would 
be in a position to absorb all the surplus 
miners that might be discharged from 
Central Fife. The Coal Board also agreed 
that the new mining force needed in East 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from July 3, 1950. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Grade Classification A Craftsmen.... 
Aberdeen ......+ A Dumfriesshire ....A 
Fn A A OD sh aewesand A 
Se ae a A dai A Dunoon .....000e A 
Berwickshire ...... A Bast Pife...... ae 
Bridge of Allan....A Eas: Lothian . <i 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh .. <<. A 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire .......... A 
Forfarshire ........ A 
IOONE on ccce kee ces A 
Dunblane ........ A CGEBOW ..o vcccceee A 
Dunbartonshire....A Greenock seeeeees A 
Dumfries .....00 A Hamilton .....¢..A 











2/104 Labourers.... 2'5 
Inverness ........ A Perthshire ...464.. A 
Inverurie A Peterhead ........ A 
Kincardineshire -A Renfrewshire spose A 
Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay "Ta A 
Lanarkshire ...... A Roxburghshire ....A 

z 3 St. Andrews ...... A 
Midlothian ...... A Selkirkshire ...... A 
Monifieth ........ A Stewartry ........ A 
Moray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire ...... A 
Newport ........ A Stornoway ........ A 
Peeblesshire ...... A pO een A 
ee A Wes: Lothian ...... A 





The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 
The information given in this table is copyright. 


Painters’ rates; 2/104 Grade A; 2/94 Grade B. "(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





and West Fife should, as far as possible, be 
housed in those two areas. 

In these circumstances a considerable drift 
of population from Central Fife to the 
expanding areas would have to be envisaged. 
This movement might be facilitated by the 
fact that many members of miners’ families 
in Central Fife were already employed in 
the expanding areas. 

In view of the extensive exhaustion of pits 
in Central Fife it would hardly be necessary 
to carry on with the idea of a new town 
at Lochgelly. 

In East Fife 700 fewer new miners than 
was expected would be required, and there- 
fore the proposed community deve!opment 
expansions in East Fife would probably have 
to be modified. Altogether it looked as 
though the number of new miners settling 
in East Fife might work out at something 
between 4,000 and 5,000. 

It was clear, however, that the rapid 
development of the Rothes Mine, which 
would need over 2,000 new miners by 1960, 
would not alter the necessity for the rapid 
development of a new town there, although 
it might be smaller than originally expected. 

Discussion took place on the eventual size 
of Glen Rothes and the redistribution of 
population within Fife. 
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Points about the need for balancing 
industry in Fife as the population increased 
were also raised by representatives of the 
Scottish Council and Fife County Council. 
Mr. McNeil assured the meeting that it was 
the Government’s intention to develop 
balanced communities and that at the 
appropriate time the Board of Trade would 
use its influence and technique to bring any 
new industries needed to the expanding areas, 

Representatives of the Scottish Council 
were joined by representatives of Fife 
County Council in urging that consideration 
should be given to the development of port 


facilities in Fife as the coal industry 
expanded. 
NEW BUILDINGS 
Baillieston.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
headquarters for the Garrowhill Co. to be erected 


at Barrachnie-cres, and for which plans are in 
the hands of John Henry Brown, 163, Edinburgh- 
rd., Baillieston, Lanarkshire. 

Bargeddie.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect on Aber. 
crombie-cres. new houses, also police station and 
garage, etc., for which plans are in the hands 
of William Brownlie, 191, Ingram-st., Glasgow, 
2. 


in hand for commercial 
for David Kinnan 
the architect :s 
Maryhill, Glas- 


Bishopbriggs.—Plans 
garage, etc.. at Auchinairn-rd. 
& James Martin, and for which 
James Marshall, 68, Stratford-st., 
gow, N.W.4. 

Carmyle.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect at the 
Mensionhouse-rd. housing site a scheme of 16 
houses, etc., for which plans are in the hands of 
William Brownlie, 191, Ingram-st., Glasgow, €.1. 

East Kilbride.—The erection of the first school 
for the East Kilbride Development Corporation will 
begin in December at an estimated cost of £150,000. 
The progress report of the Corporation states that 
work has begun on 100 of 400 houses under con- 
tract and the steel structure of the first two 
buildings of the mechnical engineering research 
laboratory is now complete. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for housing scheme at 
Freeland-cres., Trusthill,. consisting of 28 flats, for 
which the architect is Atchibald J. Jury (F.), Cor- 
poration Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The 
Trongate, Glasgow, E.C.1. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions at Abbotsford-pl. public school, for which 
the architect is John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-st.. 
Glasgow, W.C.2.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions at Dunard-rd. public —, for 
which the architect is John Easton (F.), 248, West 
George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, Wee, Plans 
to be prepared for alterations and additions at 
Bothwell-st. for the City Line of Steamers, for 
which the architects are George A. Boswell & 
Partners, 256, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Greenock.— Corporation to erect housing scheme 
at Newton-st. and at Wood-st., Fort Matilda, for 
which the architect is R. L Rankine, Master of 
Works _ Office, Municipal-chbrs., Wallace-sa., 
Greenock, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new halls 
to be erected at the Shottskird-rd., Dykehead, for 
which the architects are Hay, Cassels & Fraser, 
114, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in course of preparation 
for new extension to canteen, new offices, and new 
ambulance department, and other a and 
alterations, including drying building, at the Rose- 
hall Brick Works, Coatbridge, for which the archi- 
tects are Cowie & Miller (F.), Oakhall-chbrs., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Shotts.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect at the Grey- 
stonelie housing site 66 houses, for which plans 

are in the hands of William Brownlie, 191, Ingram 
st., Glasgow, €.1. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
prev ious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications: the neme and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulgrs may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


AUGUST 7. 

*+Plymouth T.C.—Reinstatement of Palace Court 
School to form School of Architecture. Louis de 
Soissons, A.R.A., & Partners, 11, The Crescent, 
Plymouth. Dep. "g3 3s. Tenders by Sept. 4. 

AUGUST 8. 

*tWorcs C.C.—Junior section of County _Primary 
School, Birchen Copp:ce, Kidderminster. B. 
Yorke & H. M. Barker (F. & L.), %. Calthorpe-rd., 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 9. : 
Alteration and extension to works 


*+Beds. C.C.— or. 
Biggleswade. County A., Shire 


at ‘The Limes,” 


a 
*+ Birmingham T.C.—56 houses and wv 
at Bordesley Green East, Stechford. City E. 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 as. : ’ 
*+Stockport C.B.—Erection of first portion of 
Vale-rd. Comprehensive Secondary School, Red- 
dish. E. Gwyn Thomas, Director of Education, 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by September 2. 
AUGUST 10. 
*t+Surrey C.C.- a ag 9 of dormitory block at 


Farnham Homes. County A., County Hall, King- 
ston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 Qs. 
AUGUST 11. 


Canterbury T.C€.—Erection of 40 houses at Martyrs 
Field site. L. H. Witson, City A., Municipal-bidgs., 
Canterbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

*t+Staffs ©.C.—Lavatory and cloakroom accommo- 
dation at Tipton, Great Bridge County Primary 
School. A. C. H. Stillman, Architect & S., County 
Ed. Committee, Lichfield-rd., Stafford. 

2 2s 


p. Ss. ; 
Woodbridge U.D.C.—Erection of 10 houses, 
i W 


Green Hall, 


with 


garages, on the Cemetery-la._ site. om. ‘ 2 
Mullins, architect, 78, Thoroughfare, Woodbridge. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 12. 


Atcham (Salop) R.D.C.—Erection of 8 houses and 
construction of sewage disposal works, etc., at 
Church Pulverbatch site. Surveyor, 24, St. John’s- 
hill, Shrewsbury. 

*tEssex €.€.—Alterations at Beechlands, Lough- 
ton. H. Conolly (F.), County A., County Hall, 
Chelmsford. (Cost £6,675.) 


AUGUST 14. 

*Ploughley . D.C.—4 houses at Gosford and 
Water Eaton. F. E. Openshaw (A.), ag Allied 
Architects. 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. 

*tPlymouth T.C.—(1) ‘One Form ‘ ees 
Primary School at Barne Barton, St. Budeaux; (2) 
7 blocks of 3storey houses at Whitleigh estate: 


(3) 3 pairs of shops with maisonettes over and 
garages at Ham estate, No. 2. E, G. Catchpole 
(A.), City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. each 
scheme. 


~ AUGUST 15. 

*tEnfield U.D.C.—Public convenience at Russell- 
td. KE. & S., 7. Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stalybridge T.C.—Erection of 50 houses on ong 
Buckton Vale site. P. W. Musther, town clerk, 127 
Stamford-st., Stalybridge. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 16. 

*tNorfolk E.C.—Conversion of rooms at Sandring- 
ham Hotel into branch library. W. QO. Bell, Chief 
Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd. 

*tWest Riding C.C.—Superstructure of Harrogate 
Woodlands Primary school. County A., County 
Hall, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Septem- 


ber 4 
AUGUST 17. 
*tBlackburn C.B.—90 houses at Green-la. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*t Burton- -upon-Trent.— Erection “ wiltiom Hut- 


estate. 


son Primary School, Horninglow. . Town Hall. 
Dep. £3 3s. ideas” by oc ples V4. 

. UGUST 18. 

t Cambridge re —56 ‘flats at Newmarket-rd. 
(West). B.E. & S., Guildhall. Dep. £5 5s 
Lowestoft Committee for Education.—Erection of 
additional classrooms at Parkfield Prim. School. 
Boro’ E.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


West Riding.—Erection of 4 pairs of police houses 
at Newsho'me-la., Durkar, Wakefieid. West Riding 
be Architect. County Hall, Wakefield. Dep. 


UGUST 19. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith > D.C.—Erection of 19 houses 
at Bamford. Pendleton & Dickinson, architects, 
16, Brazennose-st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 


THE BUILDER 


*tChurch Stretton U.D.C.—36 houses at Prosser’s 
Yard site. Silk & Frazier, quantity surveyors, 35, 


an Edgbasten, Birmingham, 15. Dep. 
*Sunderiand C.B.—Crematorium at Bishopwear- 


mouth Cemetery. Boro’ 
ton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wiraborne and Cranborne R.D.C.—Construction 
of 12 houses, sewage disposal installation and 
access road at beget Corfe Mullen. Crickmay 
& Sons, architects, , Chureh- st., Wimborne. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
AUGUST 21. 
*Bootle C.B.—10 dwellings, scheme 15 (u) at Cap- 


A., Grange House, Stock- 


tain’s-la. site. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Chelmsford T.C.—Bowls pavilion, Lionmede re- 
creation greund. B.E., 8. & Architect, Municipal 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
Mitford and Launditch R.D.C.—Erection of 6 
pa:rs of houses at Shipdham, with site works. 
Harold Marsh, architect, 4a, Market-pl., Dereham. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

South Shields T.C.—Erection of 76 terrace houses 
on section 1 (contract A), Simonside Development 
Area. B.E., Town Hall, South Shields. Dep. £2 2s. 

*t+West Sussex C.C.—Improvements to sanitary 
accommodation at 5 schools. County A., County 
Hall, Chichester. 

AUGUST 22. 

Bucklow R.D.C.—Erection of 6 houses at Bucklow- 
ave., Mobberley, nr. Knutsford. H. V. Shaw, E. 
& S., 2%, Station-bldgs., Altrincham. Dep. £3 3s. 

AuGust 23. 


Hambleden 8.D.C.—Erection of 46 houses, bunga- 
lows and flats at Cranleigh and Thursley. E. & § 


Dep. £5 5s. 
AUGUST 24. 
*Barnes T.C.—12 old people’s flats at Lyrie-rd. 
B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, S.W.14. 


*+Walthamstow E.C.—Building, heating and elec- 


trical work at Sidney Burnell Infants’ School, 
Highams Park. é Heaven (A.), Architect, 
Old Monoux-bldg., High-st., E.17. 

AUGUST 25. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne T.C.—Erect:on of 51: houses, 
flats and old peop‘e’s dweilings on Benton Park-rd. 
site. City A., 18, Cloth Market. 

*Penge U.D.C.—(a) Public convenience, 
reinforced concrete shelter at children’s 
Palace-sq. E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 

AUGUST 26. 

Erection of 5 
Wheaton Aston. E. & S., 

Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 
of 3% houses in two con- 
site. Boro’ E., Gwyn Hall. 


and (b) 
playground, 


houses 
Council 


Cannock R.D.C. 
at Broadholes-la., 
Offices, Penkridge, 

Neath B.C.—Frection 
tracts at Cimla No. 2 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Salford T.C. 
Homestead,” 


pairs of 


Rebuilding and extension of ‘“ The 


Stott-la. City E. Dep. £3 3s 


AUGUST 28. 
*Chelmsford T.C.—Public convenience at 
ham-st. B.E., 8S. & Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 


e T.C.—2 shops and 4 houses at Rolls-ave., 
“Hall estate Leonard Reeves, A.M.Inst. 


INSIST 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORING 


WHICH IS 
NOW IN 


ABUNDANCE 


THERE IS NO LONGER 
_ NEED FOR 
EXPENSIVE SUBSTITUTES 


VIGERS BROS. 


BROADWAY CHAMBERS 
LUDGATE BROADWAY 
E.C.4 
CITY 2111/4 


Mouls- 


Tott any 
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C.E., F.RI.C.S., Boro’ E. & Architect, Municipal- 
bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southwick U.D.C.—10 flats at “ Kingsfield,” The 
Green. E. & S., Town Hall. 

*tTorquay B.C.—140 houses at 
estate. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Uttoxeter U.D.6.—Extensions to cattle market. 
E. & §., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 30, 

*Heston and Isleworth T.C.—Staff lavatory accom- 
modation at refreshment pavilion, Lampton Park. 
B.E. & S. Dep. 


Marldon-rd. 


AuGust 31. 
*Bolton C.B.—Erection of Great Leven 
Secondary School. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 
*Hitehin U.D.C.—<Alterations and extensions to 
Town Hall. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wem R.D.C.—16 houses at various sites. 


County 


Hind 


& Brown (L. & A. District Bank-chbrs., 2, 
Market-st., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Weston-super-Mare T.C.—17 aged persons’ bunga- 
lows at a estate. B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

SEPTEMBER 7 

*Sevenoaks R.D.C.—6 houses at Four Elms, 
Hever. E. & S., “ Inglewood,” Oak Hill-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 

Skelmersdale U.D.C.—Erection of 8 bungalows 
at Windrow’s Farm site. J. L. Mather, E. & S&., 
Town Hall, Skeimersdate. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Waithamstow B.C.—5 houses at Higham Station- 
ave./Tudor-rd. Boro’ A., Town Hall, Dep. £2 2s 


SEPTEMBER 4. 
*Cuckfield R.D.C.—24 dwellings at Scaynes Hill 
ye 10 at Copthorne. A. Hutchings, M.I.Mun.E., 
& S., Rural . — Offices, Boltro-rd., Haywards 
Fala ” Dep. - 
SEPTEMBER 5. 
*Rawmarsh U.D.C.—24 houses at Monkwood 
estate. S., Council Offices, Parkgate, Yorks. Dep. 
‘£5, 
ae U.D. rection of 40 dwellings on the 
‘ och site. Jones, Council Offices, 
Rhsumaey. Dep. Bs 3s. 
States of Guernsey.—Reconstruction of Castle 
Cornet Bridge in reinforced concrete. G. Heggs, 
States Engineer, States Office Annexe, Guernsey. 


Dep. £2. 
SEPTEMBER 6, ) 
*+Portsmouth T.C.—Erection of Fire Station at 
Cosham. R. <A. Thomas (F.), “ Beresford,” 
Northern-rd.. Cosham, Portsmouth. Dep, £3 3s. 
Tenders by September 29. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 
Preston C.B.—Alterations and extension at 
Grammar School. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 
*Oswestry T.C.—30 houses at 
BS., Guildhall. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 12. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Secondary 
Howe. Boro’ A., Room 98, Town Hall. 
*Walthamstow B.C.—Structural alterations 
additions at Lloyd Park Pavilion, Forest-rd. 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 
*Newcastie-upon-Tyne T.C.—296 houses. Montague 
estate, and 16 old people’s dwellings, same estate. 
City Architect, 18, Cloth Market. 


SEPTEMBER 21. 

*Lincoin (Parts of Lindsey) C.C.—Erection of 

3-form entry Junior School, Lincoln-gdns., Scun- 

thorpe. A. Ronald Clark (A.), County A., County 
Offices, Lincoln. Dep, £3 &. 


NO DATE 
B.C.—48 “flats at Ramalye 
estate. B.S. & Water E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wallasey C.B.—One block of 3-storey flats, 1 
block of 3 bungalows and 1 pair of houses at 
Berrylands-rd., Moreton. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Shrewsbury-rd. 


school at West 
Dep. £5 5s. 

and 
Boro’ 


*Tonbridge Wells 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 14, 
*+Peterborough Joint Education Board.—Kx- 
ternal and internal decorations at Orchard-st. 
County School, New Fletton and Walton County 


Mountsteven-ave. Chief Ed. 


Dep. £1 1s 
AUGUST 21. 
B.E., 


Secondary School, 
Officer, Town Hall. 


Sunderland C.B. — Athenzeum-bldgs., 
Faweett-st., Sunderland. (Materials.) 
AUGUST 25. 


*Barnes T.C.—Internal decoration to 16 houses at 
Lambert-ave. and Alexandra-rd. B.E. & S., Muni- 
cipal Offices. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 12, 


_ Bath T.C.—Roads and sewers on Twerton No. 
site. City E., Guildhall, Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 
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AUGUST 21. 
+Chailey R.D.C.—Construction of a pumping 
station, reinforced concrete tanks and_ other 


ancillary works in connection with the reconstruc- 
tion of Ditchling sewage works. Howard Hum- 
phreys & Sons, Victoria Station House, 191, V ictoria- 
st., London, S.W.1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by Sep- 
tember 8. 
AUGUST 22. 

Merthyr Tydfil C.B.—Renewal of water mains in 
47 streets (stage 1). D. C. W. Jones, B.Sc., Boro’ 
and Waterworks E., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 28. 


Ashbourne R.D.C.—Water supply scheme in four 
contracts. H. Litchfield, Compton Offices, Ash- 


bourne. Dep. £1 1s. each contract. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

Pwitheli B.C.— Laying and jointing of water 
mains. Richards and Dumbleton, engineers, Corn- 
wall-bldgs., 45, Newhall-st, Birmingham, 3. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 4, 

*Cuckfield R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Scaynes 
Hill site. E. & S., Rural Council Offices, Boltro- 
rd., Haywards Heath. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wellington R.D.C.—Laying of 6,070 yds. of cast- 
iron pipes, together with ancillary works in_ the 
parishes of Bradford-on-Tone and Oake, nr. Well- 
ington. Ross, Hooper & Harvey, 38, Market-pl., 
Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £5. 

SEPTEMBER 19. 

Chichester T.C.— Construction of circular r.c. 
water tower (80,000 gallons capacity). Water E., 
City Council Offices, North-st., Chichester. Dep. 


2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Colindale.—SHops anp Frats.—Albert E. Bullock, 
F.R.1.B.A., 35, Dorset-st., W.1, has prepared plans 
for shops with flats above at Edgware-rd., junction 
with Hay-la. 

County Hall, §.E.1.—New Bui_pInG anp Repairs. 
—L.C.C. Establishment Comm. has made proposals 
for extending the north and south blocks at County 
Hall and for permanent reinstatement of exist- 
ing buildings damaged in last war. Rough tenta- 
tive cost of scheme, whieh might not be com- 
pleted until 1961, is £2,017,500. Plans by L.C.C.’s 
own Architects’ Dept. 

Elm Park.—ConstiTuTiIonaL Hatt.—Elm Park Con- 
servative Association propose to erect a constitu- 
tional hall in Elm Park-ave. 

Hampstead.—Home FOR THE Acep.—L.C.C. 
Welfare Comm. propose purchase of Nos. 47 and 49, 
Eton-ave. and to adapt ee to provide a home for 
aged. Plans by council’s architects. 

Hornchurch.—Hovuses.—Mayo Bros. (Builders), 
Ltd., 126, Northumberland-ave., Gidea Park, are 
to erect five houses in Northumberland-ave. 

Rainham.—Researcn Lasoratory.—Maorex, Léd., 
are to erect a research laboratory at their premises 
at Ferry-la. Staff Architect, R. C. W. Medford. 

St. Paul’s Cray (Kent). — Snops, Fars, 
MatsonettEes.—L.C.C. Housing Comm. to build major 
shopping centre in Cotmandene-cres., which will 
comprise two blocks containing 42 lock-up shops 
and nine shops for multiple stores on ground floors 
and flats and maisonettes above. Details of north 
block have been approved. Plans by Housing A. 
in Dept. of Director of Housing and Valuer. 

Stoke Newington.—F.iats—B.C. has approved 
scheme prepared by Howes and Jackman, 
FF.R.1.B.A., 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, 
for 31 flats on sites of 128 and 130, Green Lanes. 
Stoke Newington.—F.ats.—B.C. has approved re- 
vised scheme prepared by Howes and Jackman, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, 
ene for six flats on sites of 44 to 48, Palatine- 
rd. 


Wandsworth.—Lanp For Scoot aND Hovsine.— 
L.C.O. Joint Edueation and Housing Comm. to 


acquire site in Wandsworth for education and 
housing purposes. 
Wembley.—ExTEnsions.—Plans have been sub- 


mitted by Goddard and Smith, surveyors, 22, King- 
st., St. James’s, S.W.1, on behalf of Wembley Film 
Studio, Ltd., for extensions at the Empire-way 
studios. 

Wembliey.—WorksnHop.—Done Hunter & Co., sur- 
veyors, 1, Cricklewood-bdwy., N.W.2, have pre- 
pared plans for completion of workshop at Empire 
Garage, Watford-rd. 

Wembley.—Factory Extension.—H. Parfitt & 
Sons, Ltd., builders, Harrow-rd.. Wembley, have 
submitted plans on behalf of Delta Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., for an extension to their factory at 
Jubilee-cl. 

Wembiey. — Factory EXxTensIon. — Allnatt 
(London), Ltd., bldg. contrs., Chase Estate, Park 
Royal-rd., N.W.10, have submitted plans for an 
extension -to factory of Crosby Valve and Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., Ealing-rd 

Wembley.—Home ror Acep.—Old People’s Welfare 
Comm. have received B.C. approval of proposal to 
erect a home for old people on site of Highways 


THE BUILDER 





** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
SANITARY FIRECLAY WARE 
Increase in Prices 

Following a review of costs, the Minister of Works 
has authorised an increase of 2 per cent. in the 
maximum selling prices of sanitary fireclay ware. 
The increase applies to all deliveries as from July 17, 
1950, 











Dept at junction of Kingsbury-rd. and Buck-la. 
Secretary of Committee, Mrs. E. Jeakins, 61, 
Emmerdale-dr., Kingsway, N.W.9. 

Wembley.—Hovuses.—George Wimpey & Co., Ltd.. 
propose 16 houses on sites of Nos. 61 to 91, Beverley- 
gdns. 

Wembley.—Orrices.—Abbey 
Wycombe-rd., Beresford-ave., 
office block at their premises. 

Wembley.—Resui_piInGc.—Stadium Diecasting and 
Tools, Ltd., Mill Works, North End-rd., propose re- 
building spray shop 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.— B.C. 
Hutton-ave. 

Banbury.—M. of H. sanctioned 
garages at Warwick-rd. estate. 

Bedlington.—U.D.C. received 
build 26 houses in Stead-la. 

Billingham-on-Tees.— Durham 


Plating Works, 


are to build a 


Lid., 
new 


propose 32 houses at 
erection of 20 
M.H. sanction to 


C.C. is in touch 


with U.D.C. regarding 84-acre site required for 
campus school. It will be carried out in two 


stages, first section covering 39 acres and including 
grammar, tech. and sec. mod. school.—Durham 
C.C. to build fire stn. at junction of Lincoln-cres. 
and Greenwood-rd.—U.D.C. applied for sanction to 
borrow £10,300 for purchase of 116 acres of housing 
land in connection with Roseberry-rd. development 
scheme.—Extensions are proposed to engineering 
shops and foundry for Furness Shipbuilding Co., 
Ltd., Haverton Hill-on-Tees. 

Birkenhead.—B.C. propose:—New police H.Q. at 


£59,000. Architects, Willink & Dodd, Cunard-bldgs., 
Liverpoo:. Quantity surveyors, R. S. Olley & 
Partners, Liverpool. Consulting heating engineer, 


R. R. Jennings, Manchester. Anticipated starting 


date, Dec. , 1950.—Aaxiliary police stn. at 
Wilbraham-st.—To invite tenders for additional 
accommodation at Laird-st. fire stn.—Approved 


plans by surveyor for adaptation of 64, Palm-gr. as 
a day nursery. 

Plans approved for:—6 houses at St. Albans-rd. 
for J. C. Evans (Builders), Ltd. Architects, Rees 
& Holt, 64, Rodney-st., Liverpool.—Re-erection, 
extensions and car park at Argyle Theatre, Otiver- 
st., for Mrs. H. C. Clarke.—Alterations at 216-220, 
Grange-rd. for British Home Stores, Ltd.—Exten- 
sions to workshop at Borough-rd. and Halycon-rd. 
for W. P. Humphreys.—New classrooms at Pershore 
House School, Prenton-la., per R. Davies, Son & 
Escolme. 

Rebuilding of presbytery at ‘“ Our Lady’s.” Price- 
st. Architects, Reynolds & Scott, 9, Albert-sq., 
Manchester.—Factory at Somerville-st. for Pierce, 
Wilkams & Son, per Williams & Kelly.—Garage and 
workshop at junction of Cleveland-st. and Maddock- 
st. for Birkenhead & District Co-op. Society, Ltd., 
per R. Owens & Son.—Factory at Corporation-rd. 
and Beaufort-rd. for Visegrip Products, Ltd. 
Architects, Ormrod & Banister, Liverpool. 

Bootle.—James Blackledge & Sons, Ltd., propose 
extensions to factory. 
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Bradford.—T.C. approved revised p!an by City A. 
for adaptation and renovation of St. George’s Hal! 
at £63,784, 

Burnley.—B.C. approved plans for:—Alterations 
and additions, Borough Hotel, Halstead-st., for J. 
Tetley & Sons. Ltd.—Extensions at Waterside Mill, 
Havelock-st.. for Bureo, Ltd.—Research laboratory 
and administrative block, Wood Top Works, Villiers- 
st., for J. Lucas, Ltd. E.C, approved sketch plans 
for day nursery at Hargher Clough site. 

Bury.—B.C. approved two builders’ warehouses 
at School Brow for Harry Mason & Son, Ltd.—B.¢. 
Propose conversion of huts at Lowercroft South 
Camp into 63 dwellings.—E.C. to invite tenders for 
Eton Nursery School. 

Clitheroe.—R.D.C. ‘received M.O.H. approval for 
12 houses at Ribble-la., Chatburn, and 14 at Barrow 


site. 
Dudiley.—T.C. to invite tenders for 164 houses. 
Durham.—G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North Shields, 


is architect for additions to factory on Draonville 
estate for North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
North Shields, on behalf of Darham Industries, 
Ltd., makers of road tankers. Contracts still 
undecided. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—U.D.C. to 
terrace houses and flats in Church-rd. A 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Jarrow & Hebburn Co-op. 
Society, Albert-rd., Jarrow, to carry out alterations 
to premises in Lyon-st. to plans by ©.W.S. Archi- 


erect 


tects’ Dept., 90, Westmerland-rd.. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.—Page, Son & Hill, 76, King-st.. South 
Shields. to report to U.D.C. on proposed shops on 


Council’s housing estates—U.D.C. Surveyor (R. C. 
Bestow) is preparing plans and estimates for con- 
veniences at Hebburn Park. 

Heywood.—Plans submitted 
building factory at Manchester-rd. 
Motors. Ltd. 

Hoole.—U.D.C. approved layout by surveyor for 
Hoole housing estate. 

Keighley.—E.C. approved plans for junior schoo! 
at Bracken Bank at £58,285. 

Kidsgrove.—U.D.C. propose 20 houses and 4 
bungalows for aged at Crown Bank and Ashenough 
Link-rd. estate. 

Leek.—U.D.C. to prepare p.ans for 24 dwellings 
at Leek Haregate estate. 

Leics.—E.C. recommended to approve schemes for 
schools at Wigston Magna, Ashby and Whitwick 
at £302,000. County A., W. Keay, Leicester. 

Liverpool.—E.C. approved preliminary sketch 
plans for 2-form entry prim. school at Teuton-st.— 


to B.C. for coach- 
for Heywood 


Approved extensions at Alsop high  school.— 
To adapt Dingle-la. school as_ spectal school.— 
Approved rebuilding of Oity Tech. College for 


Women at Colquitt-st.; also sketch plans for Stone- 
bridge-la. and Speke proposed county prim. schools. 

To invite tenders for Radstone-rd. County and 
Moss Pits-la. County Schools. City A., Dr. R. 
Bradbury. 

Longbenton.—M.H. approved in principle U.D.C.’s 
plan for 30 further houses at Fordley. A. BE. 
Sweetman, Council Offices, Forest Hall, Newcastle, 
is surveyor. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Carter Horsley Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. are to build 
fabricating shop in St. Lawrence-rd. Company has 
prepared own plans. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council received M.H. 
sanction to borrow £327,000 for 266 houses.—A 
further 38 acres to be acquired for housing pur- 
poses at Walker for City Council.—G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, is City A. 


Newcastle-on-Tym2.—E.C. approved plans for pro- 
posed Ravenswood-rd. County Prim. School. Archi- 
tect, G. H. Gray. Camden-st., North Shields. 
Quantity surveyer. J. W. Summers, 61, Westgate- 
rd., Newcastie-on-Tyne. No contracts have yet 
been placed. 


Notts.—E.C. approved following amended 1950 
schools building programme:—Eastwood Brookhif 
Leys Jnr. and Infants (£72,483) : Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
Leamington-dr. Infants (£76,711); East Leake 
Prim. (£31,360): Mansfield, Eakring-rd. Infants 
(£25,583): Mansfield Woodhouse, Cox’s-la. Infants 
(£35,272); Carlton, Westdale-’a. Jnr. (£52,260); 
Beeston. College of Further Education (phase 1) 
(£52,210); Mansfield, College of Further Education 
(phase 1) (£103,960). County A., E. W. Roberts. 


Radcliffe.—B.C. approved rebuilding of premises 
at Bankside Works for Jones, London and Garrard. 
-B.C. propose 60 houses, 14 bungalows and 12 
maisonettes at Wordsworth-ave. site. 


Rochdale.—B.C. approved plans for:—Extensions 
at Crossfie:d Mill, Crawford-st., for Orama Mill Co., 
Ltd.—Alterations at ‘“Falinge Corner ”’ for Turners 
Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd.—Extensions at Ask- 
worth-st. for J. Smith (Norden), Ltd.—Offices and 
toilet accommodation at Morningside Mill, Craw- 
ford-st.. for J. Taylor (Shuttles), Ltd. 


Seaham.—M.H. approved erection by U.D.C. of & 
honses on Westlea estate (phase 2).—U.D.C. to con- 
sider scheme for eight shops on Parkside estate. 


South Shields.—Corporation Housing Comm. 
approved layout plans by Boro’ E. (John Reid) for 
groups of 90 and 144 houses on Simonside estate.— 
A revised scheme has also been approved for 72 
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flats in Prince Edward-rd. South—Tenders to be 
obta:ned for 30 houses at Harton Downhill. 
Steckton-on-Tees.—T.C, to negotiate for purchase 
ef 110 acres for housing at Tithe Barn Farm.— 
fenders are being invited by E.C. for building 
additional classrooms at Norton High-st. School.— 
G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., Stockton, is architect 
fer proposed hall and extens.ons to cloakrooms at 
Red House School, Norton, and 16 houses in 
Whitton-rd. for R. H. Bailey & Son, builders, 
Denmark-st., Middlesbrough.—Durham C.C. to build 
ambulance depot in Yarm-la. 
Stratford-en-Avon.—Over £45,000 to be spent on 
extending and redecorating Shakespeare Memorial 
fheatre. 

"TP cetend—P-C. negotiated with Sunderland and 
District Build‘ng Trades Employers’ Asstn. for 
erection of houses on Farringdon site.—W. & TB. 
Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, are architects 
for pattern store at Sunderland Forge and 
Engineering Works, Pallion, Sunderland. 
North-Eastern Metal Fabrications, Ltd., are to 
extend premises in Hopper-st., Sunder:and, and 
have prepared own plans.—Boro’ A. (H. C. Bishop), 
Grange House, Stockton-rd., has prepared plans 
for alterations and additions to Mowbray Villas, 
and 16 houses at Pennywell for T.C.—Vaux & 
Associated Breweries, Sunderland, to convert ware- 


house in Castle-st. and Dunning-st. into mineral 
water factory. s - ; 
Wakefield.—T.C. approved erection of pithead 


paths at Manor Colliery for } é ¥ 
Wakefield.—County E. to prepare sketch plans for 
Crigglestone housing estate. . : 
Wantage.—U.D.C. to erect 18 houses on Barwell- 
rd. site. Contract may be negot:ated with Childrey 
Building Co., Ltd. 


Warwickshire.—E.C. approved expenditure of 
£65,000 for completion of junior department at 
Ulverley County Prim. School, Solihull.—C.C. pro 


se 2 houses and adaptation of buildings at Corley 
Hall estate, Corley, at £11,557. > 
West Hartlepool.—R.C. church and presbytery is 
to be built. Architect, R. Burke, Lambton House, 
Lambton-rd., Newcast'e-on-Tyne. _ 
West Hartlepool.—T.C.’s_ building schemes for 
this year include £8.000 for occupational therapy 
centre, and new ambulance depot to cost about 
£5 Post Office propose new P.O. building in 






Victoria-rd. 
West Riding.—E.C. approved expenditure of 
£176,657 for additional accommodation at various 
schools. 
"Wolverhampton.—B.C. approved plans foer:— 
Offices and storehouses at Gt. Hampton-st. for 
Horobin. Ltd,—Extensions to works at Eagle-st., 
off Steelhouse-la., for Sheet Metal Industries, Ltd. 
Rebuilding of “Red Lion” pubtic-house at Gt. 
Hampton-st. for Wolverhampton & Dudley 
pweries, Park Brewery. ieee. 
“Merrion quarters at Albert-rd. for Staffs Terri 
torial! and Auxiliary Forces Association, 9, Market- 
sq., Stafford.—Chureh and church hall at Penn-rd. 
for Snow Hil! Congregational Church.—Extensi IS 
to factory at Macrome-rd., Aldersley, for Laystal 
Engineering Co., Ltd.—Extensions to factory at 
Park-st. South for J. Whitehorse & Sons, Ltd. i 
Worcs.—E.C. to seek loan of £29,000 for infants 
schoo] at Alvechurch 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. ; 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Banbury.—Houses at several sites at Warwick- 
rd.: *J. F. Booth & Son and *W. & A. Collisson, 
Banbury (total cost, £23,260). ! ” 

Bebside.—New county school at Bebside, North- 











umberland. Plans by the County A., County Hall, 
Newcastle: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., Leopold-st., Millfield, 
Sunderland. : : 

Belford—Houses for R.D.C. Kenneth Glover, 
F.R.LB.A., Architect, Beadnell, Northumberland. 
Ten at Belford: *Tully & Sons, Belford, £14,970; 
ten at Seahouses: *Gregory & Sons, Seahouses, 


£14,810. 4 4 
Bingham.—Four houses at Kast Bridgford site, 
for R.D.C.: *A. R. Smith, Ltd., £5,516. y 
Birkenhead.—Houses for B.C. Three at Clifford- 
st. (east); five at Clifford-st. (west); and 15 at 
Kingsley-st.: *Coldron & Co., Ltd., Birkenhead, 
£25,920. 


Birmingham.—_New  R.C. primary school at 
Northfield. Architects, Sandy & Norris: *Parsons 
& Morrin, Ltd. ‘ 

tie.—78 houses at Sterrix-la.: *Direct Labour, 
£105,656. f 

Burnley.—40 bungalows at Rossendale-rd. site, for 
T.C.: *Unit-. Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, 
Cheshire. ° ee 

Bury.—Erection of Fishpool nursery school, for 
E.C.: *P. Fairclough, Ltd., Bolton. : 

Chislehurst and Sidcup.—Houses for U.D.C. on 
Edgebury estate: 36. *J. J. Jagger & Co., Ltd., 
£53,792 8s. 7d.; 32, *Eltham Construction Co., Ltd. 


£48,115. (Both subject to M.H. approval.) 
Durham.—Extensions to a hotel at Crossgate, 
Durham. Architect, E. Lawson. Barras House. 


Barras Bridge, Newcastle: *M. J. Liddle, North- 
rd., Newcastle. / 
Durham.—Two-storied office building in Hall- 
garth-st., Durham, for a government dept.: *T. 
Clements & Sons, Selborne-gdns., Newcastle. 


THE BUILDER 


Galway.—44 houses at Daysport-rd., for State 
Officials’ Building Society: *Malachy Burke & Co., 
Renmore, Galway. , 

Galway.—82 houses at Shantalla, for the Corpora- 


tion: *Garvey, Sulon & Co., New Inn, Ballinasloe, 
£88,715. ; 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Alterations to Hebburn Elli- 
son Hall Infirmary, including operating theatre, 
for the Newcastle Regional Hospital Board: *Mil- 
ton Swales, Ltd., Imeary-st., South Shields. 

Hove.—36 flats, Sunninghill-close, for T.C. T. R. 
Humble, Boro’ §8.: *Cook (Brighton), Ltd., 160, 
Church-rd., Hove 3, £31,936. 

Kensington.—Second phase of Packham-st. hous- 
ing scheme, for B.C.: *Leslie & Co., Kensington-sq. 

Leeds.—198 flats and 48 terrace houses at Tins- 
hill, Ireland Wood, and Fearnville-rd. estates, for 
City Council: tSims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Notting- 
ham, £304,703. 

Leyton.—Waterproofing and insulation of 200 tem- 
porary hutments at Whipps Cross, Ghurch-rd., and 
Oliver-rd., for B.C. :— 

Bruton & Owens ... fe 

Ff. B. Dean (Loughton), Ltd 
Lowrie Bros. . ‘ i 
Goodere (S.N.16) 2 

Davy Wilkinson, Ltd. 

’. J. Coxhead & Co., Ltd 
Jay Miller ; f 
Vyvyan (Builders), Ltd. 

McVeigh. F. J. & Co. 
*W. TL. Williamson ... 
(Subject to M.H. approval.) 

Limerick.—204 houses at Rathbane 
Bros., Cork, £213,572. 


Coveney 


Liverpool.—Conversion of Block ‘“ B,” Victoria- 
sq., into 25 flats: *Direct Labour, £13,600. 

C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2500 in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended July 





of wrought-iron fencing at 
T. W. Palmer & Co. (Merton 
and painting at Eg-inton- 
rd. school, Woolw ). Proctor & Sons. Cleaning 
and painting at C: ton secondary boys’ (Lombard 
Wall) school, Greenwich, William Mills & Sons, Ltd. 
War damage repairs at Wolverley-st. school. 
Bethnal Green, Mr. A. Jenner. Repair of war 
damage at Aske’s Hatcham Boys’ school, Dept- 
ford, Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. Erection of con- 
crete foundations, ete., for Abney Park primary 
school, Stoke Newington, M. J. Gleeson. Ltd. 
L.C.C.—Erection of home for aged at Grundy-st., 
Poplar, in that part of Lansbury, in the § 
Poplar reconstruction area, which is 
veloped for the Festival of Britain, 1951, ; 
tural exhibition :— 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd.. Holborn 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 
& Hill, Ltd., Lambeth ... 
Hannen and Cubittts, Lid 





Supply and ere 
Peckham Rye Park, 
Abbey), Ltd. Cleani 
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Holland & 
Westminster : 

J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 


a 


W. F. Gaze & Son, Ltd., Kingston-upon- 
Thames ss ; 52,963 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westminster 52.134 
Griggs & Son, Ltd.. Westminster ... os: GRMN 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 1,916 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 0.670 
McLaughlin & Harvey, Ltd., Islington 49,686 
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*C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans . 47,969 
Comparable estimate of appointed architect is 
£49,585. 


Erection of 55 houses at Debden Essex :— 


The Bunting Construction Co.. Ltd., 
Lambeth ... Pea Le se ae .- £150,532 
Charles 8. Foster & Sons, Loughton -. 143,500 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., Sidcup... 140,13¢ 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 138.963 
; en Sons & Cooke, Ltd. West- 
minster ae = Bet pes ea 
f. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Cheam — eis 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 137,813 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 136,897 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford’... 136,739 


Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., Paddington |”. 136,333 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid. Westminster 133,725 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ... : ; : 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd. 

Wandsworth aaa ; oa a ; 127,098 
Comparable estimate of director of housing and 
valuer is £136,425. 5 

= ; “Rie Soe 
Construction on Percival estate e 
sury, of eight-storey block conta 55 

git-st A ain 12 ats, 55 

perambulator stores, laundries, ate Boro Bo 
and the provision of a children’s playground :- i 
Prestige € Co., Ltd., Westminster ~ : 
C. F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick... . 

won ‘ Co., Ltd., Kensingion 

pt: @aze & Sons, Ltd., Kineston. I 
" Pheciake . » Kingston-upon 





xtension, Fins- 






3 





a see eee tee 253 03 
Kent «& Sussex Contractors. Lid West- —" 

minster ate is ; 2 3 
E.R. Hipperson & Son, Lid. EG@2 ~~ 22208 
F. son & Son, Ltd. E.C2 248, 06 
Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Lid., West- — 

Minster... ® 241.954 
W = a Sons € Cooke, Ltd. "West ee 

nster 3 7 

; 2 4 eee ee . ° 23« > 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd... Enfic ld wien 
Patman & Fotheringham. Ltd., Islington 236/421 
M. . Gleeson, Ltd., Cheam : E- 234°703 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd.. St. Albans De 233 887 
, lersons, Ltd., Finsbury : 6 aeree 
ry . § . 31,349 


_ &. Symes, Ltd., Stratford ... 
Comparable estimate of 


valuer is £232 99g 


director of 


: Erection of further i i Hodece a 
= & ©. French, Ltd Buckhiieis 
of contract). “+ Buckhurst Hil 


Ha rold Hil) : 
: (extension 






London (Admiraity). 
placed by Civil En 
Admiralty, Ford: R.N 4 


hardstandings for vehicles. W ari 
es Hilsea, Portsmouth Hants. 
val ondon (Air Ministry).—[List of new contracts to 
aiue of £500 or over for week ended a 






Building work: R. Cleminshaw, |] td., H a. oe 
Worth « Wakeford, Ltd., ‘Daventry. Jam > _ 
Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington, isbury: v 


sbury ; P 
Neodox, 
work : 
bay Norfolk 
roe ng (Croydon), Ltd. 
fon A. Ji S & Sons, Ltd., Glouces : 
ne work: Robertson & erg 
rae Arunde] (Contrs.), Ltd. Bradford ; F. 
roe cig & Sons, Nottingham, Maintenance work 
a Torseley, Ltd., Waddon, Surrey. Artificers’ 
+9 : psa idee) cambridge: Johnson & Bailey 
4ll., Cambridge; G Purneaux td., Christ. 
church, Hayne Furneaux, Ltd.. Christ- 
Erection of shelters - W. Dowsett & Son 
on-Sea. Southminster Essex. Hutting. W 
youes ) wT, Essex, Z Fe WZ 8. ¥ 
Lid., Cowley, Uxbridge. Internal electric inten: 
ion: Bignell & New, Ltd.. Uxbridge ; Alpha Manu- 


lewally P & : ” 
Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., London, E 





std., Manchester, 2. Building and artificere 


W. Lawrence & So 
Building week. Son, _Ltd., 
Croydon: W. A 


Swaffham, 


Bradwell. 


facturing and Electric €o.. Ltd., London, S.W.4; 
Drake & Graham, Ltd., London, S.W.1. Supply 
and erection aluminium hangar, Structural and 


Mechanica] Development Enginters, Ltd.. §] gl 
London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placa) be ue: 
se week ended July 22:— acts placed by M.O.W. 
Angus : Service road riar, Erection of te r 
ary office buildings, ‘oe C : ri & Pee 9 
Robertset.. Forfar.’ Berkshire: HM.TE. Taney 
less, Burghfield, Internal and external decorations. 
Fields, Ltd., 248, King’s-rd.. Reading. Devonshire . 
Polish Depe ndants’ Hostel, Stover Camp. Newton 
Abbot, Iterations, Staverton Builders. Staverton 
Totnes. Northumberland : Stonehaugh Shields. 
Northumberland, Erection of 36 Forestry Commis. 
sion Houses, R. W. Bell & Co. (Builders). Ltd 
Mistletoe-rd., Jesmond, Neweastle-on-Tyne, * og 
Nottinghamshire : Stapleford Wood, near Ne wark 
Erection of Foresters’ houses. C. V. Russell & Son. 
Collingham, near Newark. Staffordshire - Whitting- 
ton, county primary school, near Lichfield. Erection 
of temporary school buildings, H. J. Bray, Ltd., Wat- 
ling-st., Wilnecote. near Tamworth. Warwickshire : 
90, Gosforth-st., Coventry, Alterations, etc., Kent & 
Sussex Contractors, Ltd:, 270, Corporation-st., Bir- 
mingham. Wiltshire : Keevil Airfield. Further works, 

E. J. G. Morgan, Ltd., Hilperton, Trowbridge. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War ‘Dept. for week ended July 15 :—Lancashire - 
Road work, Penmaenmawr and Tri idad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., Liverpool. Lancashire Building 
work, A. McColl & Son (Builders), Ltd., Helens. 
Warwickshire - Supply and installation of lightning 
conductors, Blackburn, Sterling & Co.. Ltd., Not- 
tingham. Yorkshire : Miscellaneous work, F. Shep- 
herd & Son, Ltd., York. Lincoinshire - Paint- 
ing and decorating work, C. J. Else & Co.. Ltd. 
Lincoln. Edinburgh: Building work. Brown. 
Fraser & Co., Ltd., Lochbridge. Berkshire: Road 
work, Sydney Green Sons (Contractors), Lid., 
Henley-on-Thames, Wampshire: Miscellaneous 
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work, John Lay & Co., (Portsmouth), Ltd., 
mouth 
GYlondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
22 


by War Dept. for week ended July ao 


Ports- 


placed 
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ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
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Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


























THE BUILDER 


(two contracts), Fields, Ltd., 
Building, Hutton Builders, 
Northumberland : Build- 
Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Gregory, Ltd., Caer- 


London: Painting 
London, S.W.1 Essex : 
Ltd., Colchester, Essex. 
ing, Haterys (Contractors), 
Anglesey : ‘Building, G. & J. P. 
narvon. Edinburgh: Building, Cowiesons, Ltd., 
Glasgow. Hants: Painting, Geo. Jones & Son, (Lon- 
don, W.8; Miscellaneous, Liddelow, Ltd., Wembley, 
Middx; Barvis Partners, Ltd., Brentwood, Essex ; 
R. C. Radford, Farnham, Surrey; John Hunt, Ltd., 
Gosport, Hants 

Maidenhead.—42 dwellings, 
TC. ©. T. Bead, BB. & 8., 14, 
*Clayton Heath, Ltd., Boyn Works, 

Martley.—Eigiit houses, Abbeyley, for R.D.C. 
E. J. Turner, _The Tything, Worcester: *William 
Weaver, Ltd., Strand, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, 
£11,250. 

Nantwich.—22 houses at Shevington 
Platt, Crewe-rd., Shavington, £28,034. 

Newcastle-on- Tyne. ~Extensions to the Throat and 
Ear Hospital, Newcastle. Architects, Marshall & 
Tweedy, Grainger House, Blackett-st., Newcastle: 
*W. Moss & Co., St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Warehouse and garage in 
Stepney Bank, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for Irvine & Co. 
Architects, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House. 
Blackett-st., Newcastle: *Middlemiss Bros., Step- 
ney Bank, Newcastle. 

Northumberland.— Erection of 
the Kirkley Hall farm_ institute, 
cC.c. County A., W. ’. Tasker, 
Newcastle: *George Bainbridge, 205, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £26,983. 

Penrith.—44 houses at Scaws estate, for U.D.C.: 
*R. E. Reay, Seuthend-rd., Penrith, £52,693 (subject 
to M.H. approval). 

Peterborough.—Shops, 
Dogsthorpe estate, for T.C. 


Curls-la, estate, for 
Cranfurd-rise : 
Maidenhead. 





site: *T. 


farm steading at 
Ponteland, for 
County Hall, 
Westgate-rd., 


flats and branch library at 
. H. Firman & Co., 


Ltd., Peterborough, £48,570. 
Retford. —Houses for R.D.C. Eight at Scrooby : 
H. Marrison & Son, £10,087; five at Clayworth: 
+ Brown (Retford), Ltd., £6, 490. 


Rochdale.—Further 10 houses at Kirkholt estate, 
for T.C.: *J. Hobson & Sons, Ltd., £1,240 each 
(extension to contract). 

Rugby.—Houses for R.D.C. Six houses at Dun 


church: *Ashworth Construction Co., Birmingham, 
£8.004; four at Wolvey: *John Hale, Hinckley, 
25,337. 

St. Pancras.—Erection of six flats and six 
maisonettes comprising Weedington-rd, housing 
scheme, for B.C.:— 

Albert Monk . ... £26,460 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. - 2,96 
Harry Neal, Ltd. sus 25,626 
Tersons, Ltd. ... rad ; 25,189 
William Willett, Ltd. ... ba 25,142 
G. E. Wallace & Sons, Ltd. ... 24.951 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd. 24,751 
George Parker & Sons, Ltd. ... igs ..» 24,538 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd. iste as ne veo tne 
*Perrys (Ealing), Ltd. eS 22,183 

Shardiow.—12 houses at Chellaston. for R.D.C.: 


*W. Wood (Heanor), Ltd., £17,000 (subject to M.H. 


approval). 








BROAD-ACHESON 


VIBRATED CELLULAR BLOCKS 


INCREASE thermal insulation 
REDUCE building costs 
for cavity and partition walls 
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PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 7061 
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Sheppey.—12 heuses for R.D.C.: ‘*Messrsg, 
Wraight. 

Steckton-on-Tees.—Foundation stones have beep 
laid for new workshop block for Stockton Techni. 
cal College, for Durham C.C. G. R. Clayton, 
County architect: *E. Lawson, Ltd., Woodlands-rd,, 
Darlington. Est. cost, £250,000. 
Stretford.—Works for T.C. 
rd.: *C. Jeffries, £19,425: 16 houses, 
flats and two special type houses: 
Urmston, £30,411. 


16 houses at Park. 
block of eight 
*D. Franklyn, 


Sunderland.—Conversion of West Hendon Hongg 
into a hostel for aged people, for T.C.: *Direct 
Labour, £7,000. 

Uttoxeter.—14 houses at Blythe Bridge, King. 
stone, for R.D.C.: *O’Dair Bros., Tean, £1932 


(revised tender) 

Wellingberough.—Houses for U.D.C. 16 at Croy. 
land Hall Farm estate and 10 at Stanwell- way and 
Second-av.: *Drury & Co., Ltd., Kettering, £17,031 
and £15,277: 20 at Haydon-av., Finedon: *R. € 
Tann (Builders), Ltd., Finedon, £27,900. 

West Bridgford.—Erection of (a) contract 1U—15 
flats in four blocks of four, and (b) contract 1V— 
six houses in pairs apd 28 flats in seven blocks of 
four, for R.D.C. R. Dewsberry, M.I.Mun.E., E, & 
S.. Town Hall. West Bridgford, Nottingham: 


*Progressive Builders, Ltd., 107, Caron-hill, Carl. 
ton, Nottingham, 1U, £16,782; 1V. £36,806. 
Weymouth and Melcombe Regis. —54 houses at 
Rylands-la. estate, for T.C, F. H. Clinch, BSc., 
A.M.LC.E., B.E. & S.: *W. J. Channing & Son, 
Ltd., Highbridge-rd., Bernham-on-Sea, £73,264 


Weymouth and Melicombe Regis.—86 houses at 
Downclose housing estate, for T.C. F. H. Clinch, 
B.Se LC.E., B.E. & §.: *Richards (Develop. 
ments), Ltd., Upwey, Dorset, £103,483 

Windsor Royal Boro’.—30 ‘houses at Imperial-d. 
B.E., Kipling Memorial-bldg.: *E. H. & L. Wells, 
7, Alma-rd., <a (six type B28), £7,412; (2 
type D), £18,218; *W. Varney, IAd., 13, Clewer 
Hill-rd., Windsor (12 type B2N), £15,688. 

Winsiew.—Four houses at Granborough, for 
R.D.C.: *W. R. Ellis, £5,993. 

Wercs.—Additional classrooms at Rubery New-r. 
school, for E.C.: *Edwards & Partners, Ltd, 
Sparkhill. 








| me ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING <. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
— CRADLES 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Vietoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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WaATerloo 54.74 | 
"Three Generations of Building | 
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